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LETTERS 
Dear Editor: 
I am deeply offended. I am hurt. On the back cover of 
your Winter 2009 magazine, "Who's the Laker," you stated that, 
"Louie the Laker is pictured in one of these photos ... " 
I must point out, with great certainty, that Louie the Laker 
is not in that photo. The black and white photo is of the Great 
Laker, the first and original Laker. 
As the parent of a new freshman at Grand Valley State 
University this year, I am just getting acquainted with the 
university (we couldn't be happier) and your terrific magazine. 
My compliments on the well-written and diverse articles, as well 
as the great visual appeal of the magazine. 
I know this because I am, or was, the first Great Laker. I proudly 
served for three years until my graduation in 1980. 
I already gave my fall issue to the parents of a prospective 
student from the Rochester area, certain that it would impress! 
Daniel J. Castle, '80 
Mears, Michigan 
John May 
Rochester Hills, Michigan 
Readers were asked to guess which of the two photos on 
the back cover of the winter 2009 issue displayed our current 
Grand Valley president . Well , that was simple for me because the 
other photo is of my gregarious roommate Daniel Castle! 
Letters to the Editor can be mailed to: 
Grand Valley Magazine 
He thoroughly enjoyed filling the mascot role and represented 
our school well. I could count on Dan at every game to open up 
his clothes chest where he kept his uniform and prepare to turn 
into our Great Laker! 
1 Campus Drive, 133 LMH 
Allendale, Ml 49401 
or sent via e-mail to: gvmagazine@gvsu.edu. 
Thanks for printing the picture. It sure brings back wonderful 
memories. Go Lakers! 
Jeff Girard, '80 
Sylvania, Ohio 
Please include your name, class year (if applicable), 
hometown and phone number (not for publication). 
Letters are subject to editing. 
Bookmarks .!.._,. - -..~ 'IIIIIl!i,J THERE ... 
Looking for a good book? Check out these 
recommendations from Grand Valley staff 
members: 
ARENO 
CHIIDREN 
HERE 
There Are No Children Here 
( Knopf Publi shing Group, 1992) 
by Alex Kotlowitz 
Thi s book follows the lives of two 
brothers growing up in the Chicago 
projects in the late 1980s and early 
'90s. Director of Alumni Relations Chri s 
Barbee said the book will have readers 
cheering for Lafeyette and Pharoah from 
beginning to end. He added that the 
author humanizes the inner-city and the 
boys offer hope. 
Fun Home 
fNf STIHII' Of TWO 
....... .,. 
( Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2007) 
by Alison Bechdel 
Ellen Schendel , assoc iate professor 
of writing and director of the Fred 
Meijer Center for Writing and Michigan 
Authors, highly recommended thi s 
memoir in graphic novel format. It 
explo res Bechdel 's relationship with 
her father and the circumstances 
surrounding his death, which she 
suspects was a suicide. He died after 
she revealed to her parents that she 
is gay; then she learns that her father, 
too, was gay. Part of the book is a 
revi siting of her childhood with that 
new understanding. 
T HOMAS L. 
FRIEDMAN 
Hot, Flat, 
and Crowded 
\Vlll" ln: ,fi n \(:RH~ H ,101.lTIO,\ -
~'I) IIOI\ 11 CA/; JU. /<l\\ .l~ltRl(;A 
Hot, Flat and Crowded 
( Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008) 
Thomas Friedman 
Thi s book on the Green Revolution is 
recommended by Cathy Marashi , Grand 
Valley Art Gallery project coordinator. 
She said it is full of fascinating 
information about our world, while 
o ffering innovative ideas about how to 
overcome today's problems. Friedman, 
a New York Times columnist and Pulitzer 
Prize winner, is an inveterate world 
traveler with a wicked sense of humor, 
she added. 
The University Bookstore is offering a 2 0 percent discount on these tit/es. 
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CAMPUS news 
Students, faculty discuss academic integrity 
S tudents, faculty and staff members talked about 
the need to put academic 
integrity "front and center" 
at Grand Valley during two 
campus forums. About 60 
people attended the meetings, 
held March 19 and 20 at the 
Allendale and Pew Grand 
Rapids campuses. 
"We want to raise the 
level of academic integrity at 
Grand Valley;' said Patrick 
Haggerty, a graduate student 
who gave a presentation at 
the DeVos Center forum. "A 
student's integrity reflects 
on the university and vice-
versa. Higher standards 
will help all of us when it 
comes to getting a job:' 
Results of a survey about 
the prevalence of cheating and 
plagiarism at Grand Valley 
were discussed. The survey, 
conducted by Marie McKendall, 
professor of management, 
in the Seidman College of 
Business, showed that 86 
percent of Grand Valley students 
reported cheating at some time 
during their college careers. 
"The importance of academic 
integrity needs to be a point of 
file photo 
Following a survey that showed 86 percent of Grand Valley students reported cheating at some time during 
their college careers, meetings were conducted to discuss academic integrity. 
emphasis in everything we do at 
Grand Valley," said Dan Vaughn, 
associate professor of physical 
therapy and Academic Integrity 
committee member. "I would 
like to see it become a part of our 
faculty and student orientations 
and discussed as an integral 
part of individual courses." 
Vaughn said students and 
faculty members discussed 
the possible development of 
an honor code on campus or 
the establishment of a Center 
for Academic Integrity to 
offer education and support. A 
number of potential obstacles 
were cited, including how 
to be consistent in reporting 
and managing academic 
dishonesty and definitions of 
what constitutes academic 
dishonesty and plagiarism. 
More details from the 
forums, along with information 
about the committee and 
Academic Integrity surveys, 
can be found at www.gvsu. 
edu/academicintegrity. 
Longtime professor remembered 
The campus community 
is remembering longtime 
professor, friend and colleague 
Don VanderJagt, who died 
on March 10. He was 71. 
VanderJagt taught 
mathematics at Grand 
Valley for 42 years and 
served as chairman of the 
department for 25 years and 
faculty representative to the 
Athletic Department. He 
mentored many students 
and new faculty members. 
"Grand Valley is fortunate 
to have had a faculty member 
of the caliber of Professor Don 
VanderJagt;' said Gayle Davis, 
provost and vice president of 
Academic Affairs. "Don made 
significant contributions to 
the growth, development 
and quality of the university. 
He will be deeply missed by 
students and colleagues." 
VanderJagt graduated 
from Hope College in 1959, 
received a master's degree 
in mathematics from Florida 
State University and a 
doctorate in mathematics from 
Western Michigan University. 
He was president of 
the Faculty Athletics 
Representatives Association 
for the NCAA. He also served 
on the Jenison Public School 
Board for 24 years, and as 
president for eight years. He 
was a member of Central 
Reformed Church where he 
sang in the choir and was 
actively involved in the RCA. 
He was the past president 
of South Grand Rapids 
Classis and the Regional 
Synod of the Great Lakes. 
Friends can send memorial 
contributions to the Dr. Donald 
and Barbara VanderJagt 
Mathematics and Athletics 
Scholarship at Grand Valley, 
or Addie's Food Pantry of 
Central Reformed Church. Don VanderJagt 
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CAMPUS news 
A t a time when good economic news is needed, 
Grand Valley's president has 
promised to cut tuition if state 
lawmakers keep their minimum 
funding commitment. 
President Thomas J. Haas 
said the university would be 
able to decrease tuition by 4 
percent if it were funded at 
the level lawmakers decided 
should be the minimum for 
any public university in the 
state. Haas made his promise 
at a hearing before the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
on Higher Education March 9 at 
the Eberhard Center. 
Haas told lawmakers that if 
the state were to fund Grand 
Valley at a level of $3,778 per 
student, as is the statutory 
minimum recommended 
funding level, then Grand Valley 
would cut tuition by 4 percent. 
Grand Valley receives $3,088 
per student, putting it at the 
bottom when it comes to state 
appropriation per student. 
The testimony comes on the 
heels of Governor Jennifer 
photo by Amanda Pitts 
President Thomas J. Haas testifies before the House Appropriations Subcommittee on Higher Education, during 
a meeting March 9 at the Eberhard Center. 
Granholm's request that state 
universities freeze tuition, while 
facing a possible 3 percent cut in 
state funding. 
Haas said: ''We need the 
state to be a reliable partner in 
support of higher education. 
A highly educated workforce 
benefits all in a community. 
Higher education is a public 
good, deserving of investment 
and your enthusiastic support." 
Haas went on to say that a 
state budget must be strategic 
and fund what is valued, 
especially in hard economic 
times. He recalled the wisdom 
gained in his many years in the 
U.S. Coast Guard, "As a good 
Coastie or Laker knows ... never 
cut your engines with storms 
around." 
For the 2008-09 academic 
year, Grand Valley has an 
enrollment of almost 24,000 
students and charges tuition of 
$8,196 per year. 
Grand Valley launches campaign for Center 
for Healthcare Transformation 
of a continuous wave of new 
knowledge and practice that will 
expand across West Michigan 
and beyond," Mccurren said. 
Grand Valley announced 
plans to establish a center 
that will address urgent 
issues in healthcare, enhance 
research productivity and 
interprofessional collaboration, 
and link practice issues and 
educational innovations with 
evidence-based practice. 
Cynthia McCurren, dean of 
the Kirkhof College of Nursing, 
announced the launch of a 
formal campaign for the Bonnie 
Wesorick Center for Healthcare 
Transformation in the Kirkhof 
College of Nursing at Grand 
Valley on February 20. 
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McCurren and Bonnie 
Wesorick announced plans 
for the center while attending 
an international health 
conference in Orlando, Florida. 
Wesorick is founder and 
chair emerita for the Clinical 
Practice Model Resource Center, 
based in Grand Rapids. She is a 
former KCON faculty member 
who has written many books 
and articles related to evidence-
based healthcare. 
"In response to the current 
national agenda to reform 
American healthcare, we expect 
that the center will be the start 
Named centers at Grand 
Valley require a minimum gift of 
endowment totaling $1 million. 
With lead gifts already 
committed for more than half 
that amount, the university 
will launch efforts to raise the 
remainder as part of its current 
$50 million comprehensive 
campaign, Shaping Our Future. 
"I'm very excited to partner 
with Grand Valley, a core leader 
in the Grand Rapids area that 
prepares excellent healthcare 
providers for our community 
and beyond," said Wesorick. 
"It is my vision that the impact 
Bonnie Wesorick 
of the center's research and 
scholarly work will improve 
every aspect of healthcare, 
wherever the hands of those 
who give and receive care meet." 
A celebration of the 
completion of the campaign 
for the Wesorick Center 
is expected next year. 
GVSU students spend spring break 
helping others 
A bout 150 Grand Valley students spent their 
spring break not soaking up 
the sun, but helping out the less 
fortunate all over the country. 
The students are participants 
in Grand Valley's Alternative 
Breaks student organization. 
The organization sends 
students around the country 
to volunteer over weekend, 
holiday, and spring breaks 
each year. Participants in this 
year's trips went to 18 different 
locations in nine states and 
the District of Columbia. 
Geoff Hickox ofOkemos has 
participated in the program 
for four years, and this year 
he was the coordinator for the 
student organization. "I think 
participating in Alternative 
Breaks has been the catalyst for 
great personal growth. It has 
been a profound experience," 
Hickox said. "Before, I never 
volunteered at all - I was 
centered on my own life. 
This experience opened 
up my eyes to a lot of social 
issues I wasn't aware of:' 
Hickox spent time working 
with domestic violence victims 
in Texas and inner-city youth 
in Philadelphia. He said 
the experience was so life-
changing that he changed his 
major to public and nonprofit 
administration to continue 
working with those in need. 
Grand Valley's Alternative 
Breaks program has received 
national recognition. It was 
named the best in the country 
at the national Break Away 
Conference last year. It was also 
one of the programs recognized 
when Grand Valley was named 
to the 2008 President's Higher 
Education Community Service 
Honor Roll by the Corporation 
for National and Community 
Service (see sidebar). 
Each trip consists of two 
site leaders and up to 10 
participants. Participants work 
on a variety of issues, including 
community health, affordable 
housing, animal rights, youth 
and poverty and individuals 
with special needs. The trips are 
based around those social issues, 
not geographic locations. The 
locations are kept secret until 
after participants have been 
placed so that students will pick 
based on a specific issue, not 
the climate of the destination. 
photo courtesy of Geoff Hickox 
Students dig holes for posts during an Alternative Breaks trip. More than 
150 students spent their spring breaks volunteering to help with projects 
around the country. 
University recognized 
for community 
service 
Grand Valley was 
named to the 2008 
President's Higher 
Education Community 
Service Honor Roll by the 
Corporation for National 
and Community Service. 
Launched in 2006, the 
Community Service Honor 
Roll is the highest federal 
recognition a school can 
achieve for its commitment 
to service-learning and 
civic engagement. 
Honorees for the award 
were chosen based on 
a series of selection 
factors including scope 
and innovation of service 
projects, percentage of 
student participation 
in service activities, 
incentives for service, and 
the extent to which the 
school offers academic 
service-learning courses. 
The Honor Roll 
recognizes colleges and 
universities nationwide 
that support innovative 
and effective community 
service and service-
learning programs. The 
awards were announced 
February 9 at the annual 
meeting of the American 
Council on Education 
in Washington, D.C. 
It's sponsored by the 
President's Council 
on Service and Civic 
Participation, Department 
of Education, and 
Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. 
Recent studies have 
underlined the importance 
of service-learning and 
volunteering to college 
students. In 2006, 2.8 
million college students 
gave more than 297 
million hours of volunteer 
service, according to the 
corporation's Volunteering 
in America 2007 study. 
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Movement science professor nominated 
for top state award 
Fram using exercise balls in his classroom as chairs, 
to using stationary-bike riders 
to power generators, John 
Kilbourne's innovative and 
effective teaching methods may 
garner him a top award from 
the Presidents Council State 
Universities of Michigan. 
Provost Gayle R. Davis has 
nominated Kilbourne, professor 
of movement science, for 
the Michigan Distinguished 
Professor of the Year, an honor 
presented by the Presidents 
Council. Each of Michigan's 15 
public universities nominates 
a faculty member for the 
honor. The council will present 
awards to three nominees in 
May at a luncheon in Lansing. 
Last year, Scott Grissom, Grand 
Valley professor of computing 
and information science, was 
among the top three honorees. 
Davis said Kilbourne's 
ingenuity as a scholar and 
teacher is illustrated in his 
ballroom dance class. "His 
class in ballroom dancing 
is not just rote learning the 
movements;' she said. "Under 
his guidance, the students learn 
about diversity and etiquette. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
John Kilbourne, professor of movement science, teaches a class in which students sit on exercise balls. His 
innovative research, like the benefits of using exercise balls, led to Kilbourne's nomination for Michigan 
Distinguished Professor of the Year. 
It becomes an experience 
in liberal education." 
Kilbourne secured a grant 
from the Pew Faculty Teaching 
and Learning Center to 
purchase exercise balls as 
chairs in lecture classes. His 
research showed that the 
exercise balls helped students 
pay attention and concentrate 
better than when sitting on 
chairs. News about Kilbourne's 
research has appeared in 
outlets around the country. 
Kilbourne's SPARKLE 
(Spinning Physical and 
Renewable Kinetic Living 
Energy) Project, done in 
conjunction with Grand Valley's 
School of Engineering, has 
school children pedaling bicycles 
to power classrooms. "Our goal 
is to create a new generation 
of global residents who 
understand health and fitness 
and renewable energy;' he said. 
Kilbourne said he is honored 
by the nomination. "The award 
really belongs to the students 
and colleagues who I have been 
fortunate to teach and work 
with during my five years at 
GVSU;' he said. "As I always 
tell my students, 'I enjoy my 
position as a professor because 
you help me to continue 
to discover who I am."' 
Governor names two new board members 
Governor Jennifer 
Granholm appointed two 
new members to Grand 
Valley's Board of Trustees. 
Sue C. Carnell, former 
deputy superintendent of 
Detroit Public Schools, 
and David L. Way, with the 
United Food and Commercial 
Workers, will replace Dan 
Aronoff and Donna Brooks, 
whose terms have expired. 
Carnell received an 
undergraduate degree from 
the University of Michigan 
and a master's degree from 
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Eastern Michigan University. 
Before her position with 
Detroit Public Schools, she 
served as an education policy 
advisor to the governor from 
2003-08. She had worked for 
the Michigan Department of 
Education as director of the 
Office of School Excellence. 
"Grand Valley State University 
is one of Michigan's esteemed 
higher education institutions;' 
said Carnell. "I look forward 
to working with fellow board 
members, President Haas, 
faculty, staff and students to 
provide progran1s and offerings 
at Grand Valley that meet the 
needs of our global market." 
Way, from DeWitt, has roots 
in West Michigan and attended 
Grandville High School. He 
was a student at Grand Valley 
in the early '70s and also 
attended Lansing Community 
College. He has been a contract 
negotiator for the UFCW Local 
No. 951 in Grand Rapids for 
seven years, and also serves as 
vice president and organizer 
and field representative. 
"I am honored to have been 
Sue C. Carnell David L. Way 
appointed to serve as trustee;' 
said Way. "I look forward to 
the challenges presented in 
maintaining and improving the 
excellent reputation of Grand 
Valley, especially during our 
current economic climate." 
CAMPUS news 
MAREC executive director steps down 
T he first person to lead Grand Valley's renewable energy 
efforts in Muskegon has left but 
will continue to work with the 
university as a consultant. 
Imad Mahawili, executive 
director of the Michigan 
Alternative and Renewable 
Energy Center in Muskegon, 
stepped down on April 1. Arnold 
Boezaart, former vice president 
for Grant Programs for the 
Community 
Foundation 
for Muskegon 
County, 
was named 
temporary 
director while 
the university 
searches for 
a permanent Arnold Boezaart 
replacement. 
In his role with the Community 
Foundation, Boezaart handled 
the project that put the 
wind energy turbine atop 
the Frauenthal Center in 
downtown Muskegon. 
"Because of my long-standing 
career in the Muskegon area, 
I am deeply connected and 
committed to the community," 
said Arn Boezaart. "I am excited 
to have the opportunity to help 
Grand Valley and the rest of the 
stakeholders take MAREC to 
the next level of excellence:' 
Mahawili became the 
executive director of MAREC 
in 2003, the first person to hold 
the position. He previously had 
served as founder, president 
and chief executive officer of 
Micro C Technologies, Inc., and 
IsoComforter Co. Mahawili's 
own work on alternative 
and renewable energy began 
early in his career, and he 
holds nearly 30 patents. 
Mahawili will work with 
MAREC as a consultant. His 
first project will be to continue 
work on the off-shore wind 
demonstration project that 
just received $1.4 million 
from the federal government. 
MAREC will partner with the 
MBA students win business competition 
Three Grand Valley MBA 
students took first place 
in a business competition 
that aims to give graduate 
students experience and 
the chance to win $5,000. 
Students Douglas Fischer, 
Supriya Hegde and Scott 
Setlock earned top honors in 
the Association for Corporate 
Growth Western Michigan's 
inaugural ACG Cup. The ACG 
Cup is a competition designed 
to give MBA and master's level 
finance students real-world 
experience while networking 
with this region's top merger 
and acquisition professionals. 
Teams from Davenport 
University, Grand Valley, 
Michigan State University and 
Western Michigan University 
competed in the finals on 
February 25. The awards were 
announced March 18 at the 
ACGWM Outstanding Growth 
Award reception at De Vos Place. 
Teams from each school 
analyzed a complex business 
case provided by ACGWM 
and recommended strategies 
involving valuation, 
identifying capital markets, 
developing merger / acquisition 
strategic alternatives and 
financing options. 
The event provided valuable 
interaction with students from 
other schools and real-world 
professionals. "I liked to see 
the different approaches from 
the other schools based on the 
same basic information;' said 
Fischer, from Grand Rapids. 
"It demonstrates that this 
is not an exact science and 
there is room for individual 
interpretations - it's not just 
file photo 
lmad Mahawili leads a tour of MAREC facilities in Muskegon. He has 
stepped down from his position as executive director, but will continue to 
consult on projects. 
local community in an effort 
to raise the additional funds 
necessary for the project. 
Grand Valley is forming 
a search committee for a 
permanent executive director 
that will include university 
personnel and members of 
the Muskegon community. 
courtesy photo 
From left, Douglas Fischer, Supriya Hegde and Scott Setlock hold their 
ACG Cup trophy. 
dull number-crunching. 
"I also appreciated the 
input from the judges who 
have experience in the real 
world and hear feedback 
about what they consider high 
priorities out in the field:' 
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Campus audience captivated by 
tale from boy soldier 
M any publishers told Ishmael Beah that 
Americans only wanted to read 
about the civil war in Sierra 
Leone, not about the African 
country's rich culture or how 
respectful native children are 
to adults. 
But the author of A Long Way 
Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier 
continued to press until he 
found the right publisher for his 
book, a tale of how a boy of 12 is 
recruited by the army, drugged 
and forced to fight, and kill, in 
the civil war that ravaged Sierra 
Leone for a decade until 2002. 
Beah spoke about his 
experiences before a standing-
room only audience at Grand 
Valley in early April. His 
book was the fourth annual 
Community Reading Project, a 
campus-wide effort to engage 
students, faculty and staff 
members in discussions about 
themes from the same book. 
CRP is sponsored by the College 
of Interdisciplinary Studies, 
University Bookstore and 
University Libraries. His lecture 
was Webcast, allowing more 
people to hear Beah's comments. 
"I wrote this book for many 
reasons;' Beah said, "one was to 
give context to what happened 
in Sierra Leone. I wanted to 
show that the people of Sierra 
Leone were as human as 
everyone." Beah, 26, added that 
he grew up like many students 
in the audience: emulating rap 
stars and listening to current 
hip-hop and rap songs. 
UNICEF removed Beah from 
the fighting when he was 16. 
After a stay at a rehabilitation 
center, he was adopted by a 
woman in New York and moved 
to the U.S. in 1998. He finished 
high school at the United 
Nations International School in 
New York. He told the audience 
that the process of enrolling in 
high school was, at the least, a 
bit difficult. 
"They kept wanting to see 
my report card;' he said, and 
laughed. "When you're fleeing 
your home as a child, you don't 
really think, 'Let me get my 
report card, because someday I 
might need it."' 
Beah graduated from Oberlin 
College with a bachelor's 
degree in political science. He 
is a member of the Human 
Rights Watch Children's Rights 
Division and advocates for other 
child soldiers. 
photo by Heather Dixon 
Ishmael Beah signs books following his lecture in April on the Allendale 
Campus. His book, 'A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier,' was the 
Community Reading Project. 
Trumpet student wins first place at national competition 
Senior Hunter Eberly 
won first prize at the 2009 
National Trumpet Competition 
College Solo Division. The 
competition was held in March 
at George Mason University 
in Fairfax, Virginia. Eberly is 
the first Grand Valley student 
to win the top prize in the 
college solo competition. 
Grand Valley's Trumpet 
Ensemble ''A;' which includes 
Eberly, Mark Peterson, Adam 
Cuthbert, Alex Wilson, and Neal 
Andrews, won third prize in the 
Trumpet Ensemble Competition. 
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Juilliard and Northwestern 
University won first and 
second prizes, respectively. 
"It was a lot of fun, and it 
was an awesome experience 
for me;' said Eberly. "I 
performed the first movement 
ofEino Tamberg's 'Concerto 
for Trumpet; which has a 
pretty dark mood, a lot of odd 
interval jumps and a lot of fast 
technical sections, but those 
are contrasted by a few lyrical 
flowing sections, that give the 
piece sort of a feeling of hope." 
Eberly, from Muskegon, 
started playing piano 
when he was 3, and started 
trumpet in third grade. 
Success has come steadily 
for Eberly. He was a member of 
Grand Valley's trumpet ensemble 
last year, which took first prize 
at the competition. He also 
won an International Trumpet 
Guild scholarship last year, 
has performed with the GVSU 
Trumpet Ensemble at one ITG 
conference, and will perform 
again at this year's conference. 
Hunter Eberly 
Student illustrators selected 1n 
national competition 
0 f the 5,600 nationwide submissions to this year's 
Society of Illustrators Student 
Scholarship Competition, 
only 144 were selected. Three 
were students from Grand 
Valley's Department of Art and 
Design: Ian Vanderhill, Kaylee 
Cornfield and Corey Miller. 
The Museum of American 
Illustration in New York 
City will display the selected 
students' original artwork 
through June 6. The society as 
well as various other private 
and corporate donors will 
grant more than $50,000 in 23 
scholarships to the best students 
featured in the ...,.m11....,., 
competition, 
including 
Vanderhill for 
his illustration, 
"Sound the 
Alarm:' 
"I was 
awarded 
$2,500from 
Ian Vanderhill Microvisions, 
which is a fundraiser where 
professional illustrators donate 
work to be auctioned;' said 
Vanderhill. "I think it would 
be very cool if someday I could 
donate one of my illustrations 
to the same fundraiser and 
make a future illustrator 
as excited as I am now." 
Vanderhill, from Holland, 
graduated from Grand Valley 
last year with a BFA degree in 
art and design. He described 
his work as digital illustrations, 
which incorporate clay 
modeling, digital photography, 
and image manipulation. 
Giardina named ACE Fellow 
Nancy Giardina, assistant 
vice president for Academic 
Affairs, has been named an 
ACE Fellow by the American 
Council on Education, based 
in Washington, D.C. 
The ACE Fellows Program, 
established in 1965, is designed 
to strengthen institutions and 
leadership in American higher 
education by identifying and 
preparing promising senior 
faculty and administrators for 
responsible positions in college 
and university 
administration. 
Thirty-eight 
fellows, 
nominated by 
the presidents 
or chancellors 
of their Nancy Giardina 
institutions, were selected this 
year in a national competition. 
Giardina has been at Grand 
Valley since 1999; she served as 
a faculty member in Movement 
Science and was department 
courtesy photo 
He is currently living in 
Grand Rapids, where a series 
of his images are on display at 
the Children's Museum. The 
images depict nine children's 
book illustrations that he 
completed during his final 
semester at Grand Valley. 
To learn more about his work 
visit, www.ianvanderhill.com. 
chair from 2000-2005. 
Giardina earned a doctorate 
from Columbia University, 
a master's degree from 
Montclair State University 
and a bachelor's degree from 
University of Rhode Island. 
Each ACE Fellow focuses 
on an issue of concern to 
the nominating institution. 
Giardina will focus on student 
success initiatives, and 
service learning experiences 
to better help students 
transition into the workforce 
or graduate school. 
Folds of Honor 
Scholarship 
expanded 
The Folds of Honor 
Scholarship, formerly 
called the Fallen Heroes 
Scholarship, through Grand 
Valley has been expanded. 
The scholarship benefits 
a widow or surviving 
child of a service person 
killed in the line of duty 
in Iraq or Afghanistan. 
The scholarship 
agreement now extends 
beyond Kent, Ottawa and 
Muskegon counties to 
include statewide eligibility. 
President Thomas J. Haas 
thanked Rep. Bob Genetski, 
R-Saugatuck, who asked 
Haas to revisit the idea. 
"I am very grateful to 
Grand Valley and President 
Haas for extending the 
Folds of Honor Scholarship 
statewide," said Genetski. 
"Very generously, the 
scholarship goes one step 
further in providing for 
the children and spouses 
of our military, who 
have sacrificed a lot." 
The scholarship award 
guarantees that the full 
cost of Michigan resident 
tuition is covered through 
a combination of federal, 
state, institutional and 
any other grants and 
scholarships the student is 
eligible to receive. However, 
the scholarship will always 
be at least $1,000 in an 
academic year. The award 
is renewable for a maximum 
of eight consecutive 
semesters provided 
the recipient maintains 
eligibility. The scholarship 
is in partnership with the 
Folds of Honor Foundation. 
For more information, 
contact the Financial Aid 
Office at (616) 331-3234. 
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Lt was a perfectly executed surprise. 
After three decades apart, 
the members of the popular 
'70s bluegrass band Cabbage 
Crik were set to rehearse on 
an early spring afternoon near 
Cedar Springs in preparation 
for some reunion shows this 
summer. Bassist Mark Schrock, 
guitarist Don "Buck" Lemke, 
banjo player Michael R. Smith 
and drummer John Vrieling 
all still live in Michigan and 
were planning to be there. 
They didn't know that 
mandolin player Gary 
Kuitert was traveling all 
the way from his home in 
Tucson, Arizona, to play. 
Kuitert's presence was 
kept a closely guarded secret 
- only Schrock was privy 
to the plan. When Kuitert 
got out of Schrock's truck, 
it took everybody a minute 
to recognize him. Once they 
did, the quintet burst into 
smiles, hugs and laughter. 
"You know what the down 
side of this is? My face is 
going to hurt for the next few 
days from smiling so much," 
Kuitert said, beaming. 
There were the inevitable 
jokes about aging. Somebody 
printed out a spreadsheet list of 
the old songs, but nobody could 
read it without glasses. Lemke 
sports an artificial shoulder, 
and Smith had to buy a new 
banjo a few years ago because 
his old one was too heavy. 
"Where did you get all that 
12 SPRING 2009 I www.gvsu .edu 
gray hair?" Vrieling asked 
Kuitert. "Same place you've 
been shopping," was the reply. 
Soon enough, it was time to 
get down to business. "Let's 
get these instruments out and 
figure out what the heck we're 
supposed to do;' said Schrock. 
And with that, Cabbage Crik 
launched into Bob Dylan's 
"You Ain't Going Nowhere;' 
and 30 years melted away in 
an instant. One by one, they 
pulled out old songs that fit 
comfortably, like a pair of well-
worn jeans. There were some 
frayed edges, and some of the 
high notes were harder to sing 
than they used to be, but right 
from the get-go it was clear 
that these guys could still play. 
"My golly boys, we can still 
count to four," Kuitert joked. 
Between 1973 and 1980, 
Cabbage Crik recorded a pair 
of highly regarded LPs, made 
a couple of public television 
specials that aired nationwide, 
and gathered a following that 
spanned a large swath of the 
country. And now, after nearly 
30 years since their last show, 
Cabbage Crik is reuniting for 
a pair of performances this 
summer. (See details on page 15). 
Cabbage Crik has deep roots 
in the Grand Valley of the 
early 1970s, when the young 
institution was a much different 
place. "Everybody had long 
hair," Lemke said. "There were 
far fewer buildings than what 
exist now. There were people 
coming from all over the country 
because of the openness of 
Thomas Jefferson College 
and William James College:' 
Four members of Cabbage 
Crik attended Grand Valley. 
They were all locals - Vrieling 
was from Holland, Schrock from 
Jenison, Lemke from Grandville, 
and Kuitert from Grand Rapids. 
Vrieling started at Grand 
Valley in 1966 - the first year the 
fledgling institution had students 
in all four undergraduate 
levels. He graduated in 1971. 
"It was the best time of my 
life," said Vrieling, who was 
an anthropology major in the 
College of Arts and Science. 
"Or, as we liked to call it, 'real 
college,"' he joked in a dig at his 
bandmate Schrock, who was a 
student in the more freewheeling 
William James College. 
In light of that friendly ribbing, 
Schrock said his years in WJC 
- or "Willie J!' as it was called -
were crucial in his development. 
"There was an amazing 
amount of creativity going on;' 
Schrock said. "In my personal 
experience, the Willie J. scene 
opened up my mind to many 
things. The staff there was 
so creative and young and 
vibrant and hip. It was very 
cool. And I met people who 
are still among my closest 
friends - including my wife." 
Lemke came to Grand Valley 
in 1971 as a political science 
major in the College of Arts 
and Sciences, with an eye 
toward becoming a lawyer. 
"By my third year, I knew that 
law was not in my future;' he 
said. Like some of his future 
bandmates, his academic 
career took a musical detour 
before he earned a degree. 
Kuitert came to Grand Valley 
in 1972. "I had come back from 
Vietnam after three years in the 
Army and said, 'I better get some 
college under my belt,"' he said. 
Like Vrieling, Kuitert entered 
the College of Arts and Sciences 
as an anthropology major. 
Cabbage Roots 
Kuitert was a drummer in 
high school and played drums 
on and off in the Arn1y. When 
he returned home after his 
time in the service, he bought 
a brand-new Ludwig drum kit. 
But he found music had changed 
in the years he had been away. 
Bombastic and technically 
flashy drummers were in vogue. 
"The volume level was going 
up. It wasn't the rock and roll 
I grew up with;' Kuitert said. 
He changed musical directions 
after attending a hammered 
dulcimer workshop at Grand 
Valley, figuring that the little 
mallets used to hit the strings 
were a lot like drumsticks. 
Shortly after that Kuitert 
began playing with a loosely 
organized conglomeration of 
folksters, including some fellow 
Grand Valley students and a 
banjo-playing Kendall College 
student named Michael R. 
Smith. The group was dubbed 
Cabbage Crik after a cottage 
with the same name owned by 
Smith's family near Alpena. 
"We ended up playing a 
lot of Crosby, Stills and Nash, 
and Bob Dylan and stufflike 
that, but not too much in the 
way of traditional bluegrass 
at that point," Kuitert said. 
Along the way, Vrieling 
began sitting in on drums. It 
was a casual and ramshackle 
group, but Kuitert and Smith 
had greater aspirations. 
"Gradually, it evolved into a 
group that wanted to play music 
for a living;' Kuitert said. 
In the next step in Crik's 
evolution, Kuitert took the 
William James College gospel 
choir class, where he met 
Schrock. Coming from a musical 
family with a deep interest in 
American roots music, Schrock 
started playing guitar at 8 and 
joined his first band at 12. 
"It was an amazing class," 
Schrock said. "It was taught by 
Nellie McGhee, who was with 
the Bethel Pentecostal choir in 
Grand Rapids. There was a lot of 
African American gospel vibe in 
that class, and then there were 
all these folkies there as well. 
We sang in class and worked up 
a bunch of tunes, and the class 
culminated with a concert in 
Louis Armstrong Theatre. The 
bluegrass-folkies had our own 
little segment. We had a band put 
together with mandolin, bass, a 
couple guitars and banjo. We did 
our segment in the middle, and I 
played bass in the gospel band." 
Shortly after the semester 
ended, Kuitert called Schrock 
to tell him that the nascent 
Cabbage Crik's guitarist and 
bassist were leaving. He 
invited Schrock down for an 
audition, and asked ifhe had 
suggestions for guitar players. 
"I had been playing with Buck;' 
Schrock said. "We went over 
to Gary's house, and within 
the first couple choruses of 
the first couple tunes, we all 
looked at each other and said, 
'Oooh, that's a nice blend!" 
The new solidified Cabbage 
Crik lineup began gigging in 
February 1974 with a show at Big 
Rapids' Sawmill Saloon. Lemke 
remembered an early show 
at an Eastown bar called the 
Yacht Club (later known as the 
Eastown Saloon; now known as 
Billy's). When the band returned 
to the same place the following 
week, Lemke said: "People were 
pretty much lined up around 
the block. That's when we 
figured, even though we were 
just getting our feet wet, we 
might be on to something here." 
In some ways, the appeal 
was surprising. Bluegrass was 
a fairly antique style of music 
by that point, and Cabbage Crik 
was something of a novelty, 
bringing acoustic music to rock 
clubs and rock 'n' roll drums 
to bluegrass festivals. ''We 
didn't regard the music as a 
museum piece;' Vrieling said. 
Schrock added: "We were 
considered pretty irreverent 
A Cabbage Crik gig in downtown Grand Rapids. 
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Cabbage Crik performing in Kirkhof Center in 1974, opening for a little-
known singer named Jimmy Buffett. 
for our day. We respected the 
tradition, and borrowed from 
and used the tradition. Certainly 
all of the three-part singing 
has all its roots in traditional 
bluegrass. Instrumentally? 
Well, John and I are rockers, 
and we brought a little bit 
of that to the band." 
On the Highway 
With a growing reputation 
as a hotshot unit, Cabbage Crik 
found itself with an increasingly 
busy booking schedule. "A lot of 
it created its own momentum;' 
Vrieling said. "I bought an 
answering machine - one of 
the first ones. It becan1e easier 
and easier to book the band:' 
Not only were tlley popular in 
West Michigan, but they began 
to develop a following around 
the country, thanks to frequent 
touring. But tile band's first 
tour was far from glamorous. 
"We had a little money in 
the jar and we had three or 
four weeks to kill before we 
had any more gigs, so we just 
hit the road and went out to 
Colorado;' Kuitert said. 
On that first trip, Cabbage 
Crik didn't have any shows 
booked. Instead, they'd pull 
into a town, scout a location, 
and ask the proprietor if they 
could play some music. "We'd 
pass the hat, get a few free beers 
and something to eat, and we'd 
just repeat that;' Schrock said. 
"Eventually we got a list of places 
to play, and on our next tour 
we actually set up some gigs." 
That's when things got 
serious. It wasn't uncommon for 
Cabbage Crik to play one of its 
regular haunts in West Michigan 
on a Saturday night and have to 
be in Colorado, Arizona or Texas 
for a gig a couple days later. 
"Road trips were always 
fun;' Kuitert said. "They were 
a pain, but it was always fun to 
put it out on the highway and 
see how people in different 
places reacted to your music." 
That schedule also took a 
toll on the band members' 
academic pursuits. When 
faced with the choice between 
studying and touring, one by 
one, they chose touring. 
Cabbage Crik's strong 
West Michigan following 
was bolstered by some prime 
bookings as an opening act for 
national artists at Grand Valley 
and elsewhere. They opened 
for the likes of Harry Chapin, 
Anne Murray, and Commander 
Cody. But one of tile stranger 
Cabbage Crik memories relates 
to an afternoon concert they 
played in June 1974, opening for 
an up-and-coming artist named 
Jimmy Buffett. His Living Et 
Dying in 3/ 4 Time album had 
just been released, and he was 
still tllree years away from 
unleashing "Margaritaville" on 
tile listening public. The show's 
poster advertised an outdoor 
show, but everybody remembers 
tllat it actually took place inside 
the Kirkhof Center ( called tile 
University Center at tile time). 
"I can't say that I had 
really even heard of Jimmy 
Buffett before," Kuitert said. 
"He wasn't one of the people 
who was on my radar:' 
Cabbage Crik also opened for 
Pure Prairie League at Grand 
Valley's original Fieldhouse 
(known as the Dome). "In some 
ways, that was one of the biggest 
nights tllat I recall - in terms 
of being at the right place at 
tile right time," Schrock said. 
It was one of the largest 
audiences Cabbage Crik ever 
played before, and Kuitert 
said the venue made it nerve-
wracking. "All you knew 
was you had this big crowd 
out there because they were 
making a lot of noise. You 
couldn't see the crowd - you 
just knew they were back 
there. That made it a little more 
intimidating;' Kuitert said. 
But that intimidation paid 
dividends. ''All I remember is 
being terrifically excited and 
having a tremendous amount of 
stage fright and trying to focus 
that into pure energy;' Kuitert 
said. "I guess it worked." 
And it wasn't only the 
band members who thought 
they did well. The next day, 
Grand Rapids Press writer Jim 
McFarlin described the wintery 
sold-out show by heaping 
praise on Cabbage Crik and 
excoriating Pure Prairie League. 
"In an unusual flip-flop of 
expectations, the local yokels 
left with their spurs gleaming, 
while Pure Prairie was strictly 
bush League;' he wrote. 
Moving On 
If Cabbage Crik's tour 
schedule caused band members 
to quit college, it was a desire 
to return to Grand Valley 
that ultimately caused the 
band's demise in 1980. 
"I think I kind of instigated 
the breakup of the band;' Lemke 
said. "I said 'Guys, this has been 
fun, but I can't see doing this for 
the rest of my life. So I reversed 
courses and went back to school 
and became an engineer." 
Schrock also said he was 
ready to move on, while Kuitert 
and Smith considered keeping 
Cabbage Crik going with 
new members. "I was kind of 
the swing vote - should we 
continue this or should we 
not?" Vrieling said. "I said, 
'Y'know, I hate to end a good 
thing, but it's time: It was one 
of the toughest decisions and I 
didn't know for years whether 
it was the right one or not." 
Lemke came back to Grand 
Valley, taking classes while 
"working a third-shift job 
and showing up for classes 
half-asleep:' He transferred 
to Arizona State University 
to complete a degree in 
engineering. He now works 
in Grand Rapids for Siemens 
Corp., helping design facilities 
for Air Force cargo depots. 
Kuitert also came back to 
Grand Valley. "I went to see 
what I needed to complete 
a degree and they said I had 
enough credits for a degree 
in group sociology. That's 
what I got shortly before 
I moved to Arizona;' 
Academics aside, it was 
also plain that Cabbage 
Crik had run out of gas. 
Schrock acknowledged 
that there was some tension 
between members as the band 
disintegrated, but that was 
short-lived. "It's a pressure 
cooker;' he said. "But we were 
kids -whole-hearted and 
hot-headed - and I look back 
at that and it's just band stuff. 
Every band has it. I've been in a 
lot of bands since the Crik, and 
that's one thing that I've learned 
from that experience is you've 
just got to let that stuff go." 
The old band days are 
remembered fondly. "We got 
to do a lot of things that other 
people never get to do;' Lemke 
said. "Those were experiences 
that can't be replaced -
traveling, the people we met. I 
love what I'm doing now, but 
I regret nothing I've done:' 
Schrock now works as a 
contractor in Fennville and has 
continued to play regionally 
in bands like Iowa Rose, 
Jive at Five and the Schrock 
Brothers. Kuitert works as a 
Cabbage Crik 
reunion shows 
July 18: 
Sawmill Saloon, Big Rapids, 
www.sawmillsaloon.com 
July 19: 
Green Food Blue Grass Festival, 
Felt Mansion, Saugatuck, 
wwwfeltmansion.org/festival 
facilities consultant in Tucson 
and plays with a band called 
the Titan Valley Warheads. 
Vrieling also continues to play 
with the Holland-based Last 
Call Band. Smith and Lemke, 
on the other hand, largely 
retired from active gigging. 
Over the years, the members 
of Cabbage Crik got together 
twice at private parties for 
informal jam sessions. But 
the last of those was 15 years 
ago, and the group has never 
played publicly since 1980. 
But in January, Schrock began 
putting the wheels in motion 
for a full-bore Crik reunion. 
All of the band members are 
in their mid-Sos and early 60s. 
Some have children who were 
toddlers when the band broke 
up and are in college now. They 
are at an age when the specter 
of one's own mortality becomes 
a bit more real. Two members 
of the early incarnation of the 
band have passed away, and 
Schrock said that factored into 
his desire to reunite the band 
while there was still time. "The 
fact that we're all still around 
- and I don't want to say that 
too loudly - that was another 
one of my reasons for wanting 
to do this," Schrock said. 
Vrieling added: "How many 
opportunities will we have 10 
years from now? Who knows?" 
pho to by Amanda Pitts 
SCIENCE OLYMPIAD-byDottieBames 
SPARKS IMAGINATIONS 
Grand Valley celebrates 25 years as regional host 
Boom! 
A racquetball shoots from 
a cannon-like device but 
drops at least a foot short 
of its target. So, Sam 
Weatherhead and Joe Esch 
make a few adjustments. 
On the second try, the 
racquetball drops just short 
of the target. Much better. 
Sam and Joe, two middle 
school students from All 
Saints Academy (ASA), 
have practiced for weeks, 
getting ready to compete in 
the Trajectory event for the 
Michigan Science Olympiad. 
ASA coaches John LaPonsie 
and Kim Rowland said 
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Science Olympiad feeds a 
student's desire to explore 
and discover. "This type of 
competition not only al lows 
students to experience the 
fun of science, but also gives 
them an opportunity to work 
independently and be self-
motivated," said Rowland . 
"It's also great for kids with 
a competitive spirit who are 
not involved in sports." 
March 21 marked Grand 
Valley's 25th year of hosting 
the Region 12 Science 
Olympiad Tournament, 
among the largest regional 
tournaments in the state. 
Hundreds of students 
from Kent and Ottawa 
counties converged on the 
Allendale Campus, ready 
to show off their science 
and mathematics skills. 
"The tournament is pure 
excitement for middle and 
high school students ," said 
Margo Dill , tournament co-
director. "The students work 
diligently for months for 
this one day of competition . 
They are eager to compete 
and truly excited to be 
on a college campus." 
Thirteen-year-old Brad 
Savage, an eighth grader 
at ASA, helped make 
adjustments to a robot that 
would be scored on how well it 
drove, scooped and dumped in 
the Robo-Cross competition. 
"It took us about two 
weeks to build the robot, 
putting in about an hour after 
school each day," said Brad. 
"I think we'll need to build 
a new remote to get more 
battery power. That way it 
can pick up heavier objects." 
Mara Kulesa, also an eighth 
grader at ASA, is a three-year 
Science Olympiad veteran. "It's 
fun to be with a group of kids 
who share the same interest," 
said Mara. "I've always liked 
science and studying outer 
space. I'm excited to compete 
at Grand Valley. I feel like a 
college kid when I'm there." 
This was the first year 
that sixth grader Catherine 
Coddington competed. "I've 
always been pretty good at 
science and would like to 
pursue a career in the science 
field ," said Catherine. "I like 
to learn new things and 
this is a good opportunity 
for me to do that." 
LaPonsie said the 
competition means months 
of preparation, allowing time 
for students to explore new 
interests on a deeper level. 
"The process entertains their 
scientific minds," LaPonsie 
said. "It allows students to 
learn things about themselves 
and find new things they 
enjoy through the process 
of building that they don't 
find in the classroom." 
ASA joined about 80 other 
teams for Grand Valley's 
regional tournament, which 
has shown phenomenal 
growth over the years. The 
first regional tournament took 
place in 1985 and included 
26 teams. The tournament 
offers 46 events in biology, 
chemistry, physics, earth 
science, computers and 
technology, like Dynamic 
Planet, Compute This , 
Science Crime Busters 
and Disease Detectives. 
This year's celebration 
theme was "A Look Back in 
Time." Certain events from 
the original tournament 
year were brought back. 
These retro events included 
Egg Drop, It's About Time, 
and Paper Airplanes. 
file photo 
Looking back in time, 
Grand Valley alumna Kristina 
Waalkens said Science 
Olympiad helped her discover 
her passion for geology. 
She competed in 1985 as 
a senior at Reeths-Puffer 
High School and went on to 
take top honors at the state 
competition in archeology 
that year. "Geology wasn't 
a required class in high 
school , so I could have 
missed out on a passion of 
mine," said Waalkens. She 
majored in earth science 
and geology in college and 
is now in her 15th year of 
teaching science classes 
at Hesperia High School. 
Emily Klingenfus competed 
in Science Olympiad as an 
eighth grader at Forest Hills 
Central and continued to 
compete through her high 
school years. She earned an 
engineering degree from 
Grand Valley in 2005 and 
now teaches physics at 
Henry County High School in 
Kentucky. "My favorite event 
required that I study in order 
to be able to identify rocks , 
fossils and minerals and recite 
their main uses. I couldn't have 
received that type of learning 
anywhere else ," she said. 
Organizers also have fun 
memories as they looked 
back over the past 25 years. 
Grand Valley was chosen 
to host the Michigan State 
Tournament in 1988 and the 
National Tournament in 1998, 
when coaches and event 
supervisors from around 
the country brought their 
students to campus. "Laura," 
an 8 ,000 pound elephant, 
made a live appearance to 
open the national competition. 
Fieldhouse management 
was reluctant at first , fearing 
the elephant's weight 
would damage the floor. 
"In true tradition of a 
Science Olympiad event, 
we had Grand Valley's 
physics faculty calculate the 
weight per square inch of an 
elephant's foot ," remembered 
Sandi Bacon, former 
tournament co-director. 
" It was determined that a 
woman walking in stiletto 
heels would damage the floor 
more than Laura's foot." 
Bacon also recalled 
how weather affected the 
2001 regional tournament. 
"Temperatures were so cold 
for the outdoor launch event 
Above, Jessica Dantzer and 
Brandon Spencer, students at All 
Saints Academy in Grand Rapids, 
take notes from a field guide book 
as they prepare to compete in 
regional competition for Science 
Olympiad. On page 16, All Saints 
Academy students conduct 
research for their project. 
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that as rockets were launched, 
icicles started forming on the 
launcher platform. We can 
plan every detail of the event 
to the best of our ability, but 
we cannot control weather 
conditions," she said. 
Dill said there's nothing 
like the excitement of the 
awards ceremony. "The arena 
is charged with enthusiasm 
as the top students wait 
to receive their medals. It 
is wonderful to know that 
dedication to this program 
will open many doors for 
students throughout their 
lifetime; no matter which 
academic path they choose 
to follow," she said. 
Grand Valley, the Loosemore 
Foundation , and, most 
recently, GE Aviation have 
sponsored the tournament. 
Science Olympiad is organized 
by Grand Valley 's Regional 
Math and Science Center, 
which is part of the College 
of Liberal Arts and Sciences. 
"The contribution of our 
Regional Math and Science 
Center colleagues can hardly 
be overstated ," said Fred 
Antczak, CLAS dean. "For 
25 years, the center has 
kept a passion for science 
alight and helped the 
Science Olympiad spark the 
imaginations of more than a 
generation of young people." 
Mary Ann Sheline, former 
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tournament co-director 
said: "Science Olympiad 
propelled Grand Valley to take 
a more significant interest in 
working with K-12 students. 
The tournament provides 
students who have an interest 
in science and mathematics 
with an avenue to develop 
their interests and think long-
term . It gives all students the 
opportunity to be part of a 
team and competitive spirit." 
Teams from Grand Valley's 
tournament have a winning 
record at both the state 
and national level. Forest 
Hills Central Middle School , 
Jenison Junior High, Grandville 
Middle School , Grand Haven's 
Lakeshore, Grand Haven High 
School, Plymouth Christian 
High School and West Ottawa 
High School have all been state 
winners. All of these schools 
have advanced to the national 
level and have represented 
Michigan with consistently 
high performances. 
Grand Haven High School, 
Grandville Middle School 
and Jenison Junior High 
School have distinguished 
themselves as national 
champions over the years . 
"The success of the 
tournament lies in the fact 
that it is truly a collaborative 
effort on the part of the 
campus community," said 
Karen Meyers, tournament 
co-director. "Area schools, 
teachers, students, parents , 
and business and industry 
leaders all work together to 
help students experience 
the thrill of victory and 
adulation of their peers ." 
Sheline sees the success 
of Science Olympiad as 
something that not only gives 
individual students a boost 
photo by Amanda Pit ts 
Robert B. Annis (left) enters 
the Fieldhouse riding Laura the 
elephant to open the National 
Science Olympiad Tournament in 
1998. Above, Donovan Carpenter, 
a student at All Saints Academy in 
Grand Rapids, catches a battery 
as he and classmate Luke Silver 
prepare to compete in the Robo-
Cross competition. 
in science and math, but 
something that eventually 
could mean progress for 
the entire country. 
"At this juncture in our 
history, the teaching of 
science and mathematics is 
critical to our economy and 
national security. We, as a 
nation, have neglected these 
subjects for too long and I 
hope to see an emphasis on 
science and math move to 
the forefront ," Sheline said. 
RESEARCH news 
Researchers work to alleviate traffic headaches 
- by Brian J. Bowe 
T he question of how to ease traffic congestion has long 
been a sore point for urban 
planners and commuters alike. 
Researchers from the School 
of Engineering and the Statistics 
Department have teamed up 
to create a solution to traffic 
headaches, and part of their 
research combines high-tech 
data collection with a decidedly 
retro bit of computer work. 
Engineering professors 
Charles Standridge and Shabbir 
Chaudhuri and statistics 
professor David Zeitler are 
working on the problem with 
several graduate students. They 
have received support totaling 
more than $350,000 from the 
Michigan-Ohio University 
Transportation Center, with 
funding provided by the U.S. 
Department of Transportation, 
the Michigan Department of 
Transportation, and Grand 
Valley for the four-year 
project: "Congestion Relief 
by Travel Time Minimization 
in Near Real Time." 
The crux of the issue, 
Standridge said, is making sense 
of the voluminous data collected 
by intelligent transportation 
systems. It's not that there's 
a lack of traffic data - metro 
areas large and small collect 
reams of it. That data is used 
to feed the drive-time reports 
we hear on TV and the radio, 
not to mention the in-car 
navigation devices that are 
growing in popularity. But 
Standridge said at this point, 
that's where the process stops. 
"Most of the people want 
to use the data in real time, 
but they haven't analyzed it to 
learn what's going on," he said. 
That's exactly the analysis 
that Standridge, Chaudhuri 
and Zeitler have conducted. 
Starting with the traffic data 
collected through road sensors 
by the Michigan Intelligent 
Transportation Systems Center 
in Detroit, the researchers are 
looking at statistical analysis 
of the relationship of traffic 
volume and speed during rush-
hour periods. They are also 
analyzing volume increases 
related to traffic incidents or 
weather events and patterns of 
how traffic volumes dissipate. 
The researchers are looking 
at ways to use those findings 
to re-route traffic around 
conditions on the road. In 
addition to developing a novel 
piece of computer software, 
they've discovered one 
particularly promising method. 
In it, the traffic network is 
recreated on a smaller scale 
like an electric circuit. The 
resistance on each part of the 
circuit corresponds to the 
resistance to the traffic flow 
on the road. Since electricity 
naturally looks for the path 
ofleast resistance, Standridge 
said, an electric current 
flowing through this circuit 
would suggest the best way to 
reroute traffic during times of 
congestion. The best part is the 
system can react to changes 
nearly instantaneously. 
photo by Amanda Pitts 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Researchers are studying how to ease traffic congestion, like on 1-696 
headed into Detroit. 
From left, Charles Standridge, Shabbir Chaudhuri and David Zeitler are 
researching ways to make sense of traffic data and re-route traffic around 
conditions on the road. 
This technology is essentially 
an analog computer. "Those 
went out of style 50 years 
ago, but then this one came 
back," quipped Standridge. 
Despite the old-timey nature 
of the technology involved, this 
research is quite cutting-edge, 
Standridge said. "We can't 
even find any other literature 
on the data," he said. "It's 
very novel, very innovative:' 
The project is still in the 
research stages, but Standridge 
hopes to have a demonstration 
project up next year, probably 
somewhere in the Detroit area. 
"Someday I'd like to bring it to 
Grand Rapids as well," he said. 
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The Art of Science 
Longtime professor connects world-class art and high-tech science - by Mary lsca Pirkola 
The art of van Gogh, Vermeer Station" as reflections of the determined to plant the seed the sciences, but I've taught 
and Turner, among others, artists' intellectual environment of art study nearly everywhere almost as many classes in the 
has turned up in some pretty and their attitude toward he goes. And he's been around. humanities," said Kopperl. 
surprising places on campus, science and technology. He In the '70s he designed a basic He has taught classes 
including just about any class is fascinated by the Flemish science course for what is now for general education and 
taught by Sheldon Kopperl. painter Pieter Bruegel the Elder, the Upward Bound program. He supplemental writing skills 
Though Kopperl is a professor and how his work shows an also taught art history classes, - a program that strives to 
in the Department of Biomedical awareness of the Renaissance and for four years he taught improve writing skills and help 
Sciences, don't pigeon hole interest in science and learning, Liberal Studies 100, which he students synthesize, analyze 
him or the subjects he chooses often using scientific symbols considered "a good place to and apply course content. For 
to teach in his classes. He to illustrate moral principles. integrate this kind of topic." six years in the 1990s, Kopperl 
was "interdisciplinary" "Bruegel's 'Tower of Babel,' In the early-'80s he was was the SWS director, the only 
from the start. done in the mid 1500s, shows asked to be acting director of person outside the humanities 
"I was a little ahead of my extensive engineering concepts what was then the Honors to hold that position. 
time," said Kopperl, who came well before their time," Program. He helped design "Since the '70s, I've always 
to Grand Valley in 1970 as a said Kopperl. "His etching its Classical World course and had art in my history of science 
member of a two-person history of 'Temperance' portrays several Honors seminars in the classes and in the senior 
of science department. "Both art a woman surrounded by '80s and '90s that also were capstone class for biomedical 
and science contribute to human symbolic representations of enhanced by some study of art. sciences. When we talk about 
intellectual development, the seven liberal arts. Among When the university structure the Black Death and the London 
but these correlations began these, astronomy is shown by moved to divisions in 1982, Plague, I use the 'Doktor 
well before my time." figures making measurements then Provost Glenn Niemeyer Schnabel von Rom' ('Doctor 
Kopperl cites paintings of the earth and between sent Kopperl a letter asking Beak of Rome'), engraving by 
such as Vemeer's "Milkmaid,'' the earth and the moon." him to decide ifhe wanted to Paul Furst, from 1656,'' he said. 
van Gogh's "Starry Night,'' Like a Johnny Appleseed move into art and humanities He explains how every 
and Monet's "St-Lazare Train of art, Kopperl has been or the sciences. "I stayed with element in this surreal 
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"Both art and science contribute to human 
intellectual development, but these 
correlations began well before my time." 
illustration of a public health 
worker has an historical or 
cultural significance - from the 
long gown of the doctor, whose 
deep pockets were filled with 
flowers because it was believed 
that good-smelling substances 
would rid the air of disease, to 
his beak, which is a stylized gas 
mask, because this was during 
the time of the bubonic plague. 
"Art and science don't happen 
in a vacuum, but are elements 
of their time, whatever that 
time period is," said Kopperl. 
Looking back at his own 
undergraduate education at 
Case Institute of Technology, 
now Case Western, Kopperl 
notes the irony in his goal to 
avoid anything unrelated to 
the sciences or math. When 
he went to graduate school 
as a chemistry major at the 
University ofWisconsin-
Madison, he picked up a second 
major in the history of science, 
which led to the discovery of 
other areas, including art history. 
At Grand Valley, Kopperl 
has sought and found others 
of like mind. Among them 
was then Dean of Science 
and Mathematics Doug 
Kindschi, who founded the 
Grand Dialogue in Science and 
Religion. Kopperl has been one 
of the speakers in the Grand 
Dialogue breakout sessions for 
the last three years. He is also 
on the board of the Interfaith 
Dialogue Association of Grand 
Rapids, and is supportive and 
involved in the activities of the 
Sylvia and Richard Kaufman 
Interfaith Institute. During 
his high school years, Kopperl 
was serious about rabbinical 
study, and was tagged as 
the person in his class most 
likely to become a rabbi. 
"There is a story in the Book 
of Joshua about the miracle of 
the sun standing still during 
a battle of the Israelites 
- Sheldon Kopperl 
against one of the indigenous 
nations of Canaan during the 
conquest;' said Kopperl. 
He retold the story and said 
that during the 1500s, this 
passage was used by Protestant 
theologians to denounce the 
Catholic priest Copernicus' 
view that the earth went 
around the sun. Kopperl said, 
"The sages of the Talmud had 
discussed the nature of this 
miracle in detail and tried to 
determine if Moses had a similar 
miracle performed for him." 
Kopperl is working with other 
university administrators on a 
task force to develop a religious 
studies program. "Doug is 
part of our research task force 
putting together the proposal. 
Of course, I'm also hoping to 
get some religious art into these 
proposed courses," he said. 
This fall he will teach in 
a pilot program offered by 
the Frederik Meijer Honors 
College. It will include a 
class that studies the impact 
of science and technology 
on European civilization, 
while also drawing from the 
art of Baroque, Renaissance 
and Romanticism periods. 
"I get up at 4 every morning," 
said Kopper 1. "I just turned 
65, and still have a lot I want 
to accomplish in the next five 
or six years before I retire." 
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Professor of Biomedical Sciences 
Sheldon Kopperl incorporates art 
history into most all classes he 
teaches. He poses in front of Art 
and Design Professor Emeritus 
Daleene Menning's 1996 mural, 
'Formation,' in the Padnos Hall 
of Science atrium. 
Designed with the intention to 
merge art and science, the mural 
includes 880 tiles depicting 
elements of science and nature. 
They were made from glacial clay 
dug from the site prior to the 
building's construction. 
DONOR impact 
Civic duty 
Friends of former city manager honor him by raising scholarship money - by Michele Coffill 
To thank him for his years of service to Grand Rapids, 
colleagues and friends of former 
City Manager Kurt Kimball 
threw him a retirement party 
at the Amway Grand Plaza. 
In doing so, they also gave 
select Grand Valley students 
some much-needed financial 
assistance. 
The Kurt Kimball 
Scholarship was announced 
in March by Grand Valley's 
University Development office 
and the School of Public and 
Nonprofit Administration 
(SPNA). The scholarship 
will benefit students who are 
pursuing a master's degree 
in public administration and 
have career goals to serve 
in local government, either 
as an elected official or in 
public management. 
Kimball said he was deeply 
honored by the origins of the 
endowment fund. "Friends 
of mine did this," he said. 
"I'm deeply grateful for their 
contributions and I'm so glad 
for the opportunity to be able 
to help students achieve their 
goals:' Patrons at the January 15 
party raised more than $28,000; 
they then raised $2,000 more 
to meet requirements that 
enable the endowment to 
begin to be distributed. 
Kimball retired in December 
after 22 years as city manager; 
that fact alone makes him a 
unique leader, according to 
Dan Balfour, professor and 
former director of SPNA. 
"He's been an institution," 
Balfour said. "For a city 
manager to stay in one spot 
that long is almost unheard of. 
Most will stay in one city for 
three to five years, although 
managers oflarger cities 
tend to be more experienced 
and have longer tenures:' 
Kimball started working 
for the City of Grand Rapids 
in 1974 as an administrative 
assistant; he was named city 
manager in 1987 when he was 
36 years old. "I used to think 
it was my personality and 
demeanor that kept me at this 
job for so long. My personality 
was a good match for this 
job - with my temperament 
and the fact that I'm pretty 
even-keeled;' he said. "Now I 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Friends and colleagues of former City Manager Kurt Kimball established a scholarship in his name within the 
School of Public and Nonprofit Administration. Celebrating the announcement are, from left, Mark Hoffman, 
associate professor and director of SPNA; Kimball; and Dan Balfour, professor of SPNA. 
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know that God wanted me to 
continue doing this for so long:' 
Current students interested 
in public administration 
likely have characteristics 
similar to those that Kimball 
had when he attended the 
University of Michigan. He 
earned a bachelor's degree 
in contemporary diplomatic 
studies and a master's degree 
in public policy from what is 
now the Gerald R. Ford School 
of Public Policy. "A common 
denominator among people 
who gravitate toward this career 
is having a genuine interest 
in service to others;' Kimball 
said. "Public service is a very 
high calling, it's very noble:' 
Kimball said he felt 
compelled to pursue a career in 
civic government after growing 
up as a young teenager and 
watching President John F. 
Kennedy. "I know it sounds 
corny, but I was 13 years old 
when Kennedy was shot. His 
career and his speech about 
service to your country was all 
very inspiring to me," he said. 
While attending U-M, 
Kimball worked for a 
summer at the Department 
of Management and Budget 
in Lansing. "I learned quickly 
that state government was too 
big a bureaucracy for me - I 
was just a cog in a wheel," 
he said. "Then I knew local 
government was for me." 
The same could be said 
for choosing managerial 
service, not politics. 
"There's one big distinction 
between holding an elected 
office and being a professional 
manager: people in my line of 
work want to effectively manage 
an organization. We work to 
accomplish something and 
do not need a lot of credit for 
getting the job done;' he said. 
Kimball worked closely with 
three city managers before 
Copyright 2009 The Grand Rapids Press. 
All rights reserved. Used with permission. 
Kurt Kimball and his wife, Randy, address the audience at a farewell 
dinner at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel in January. 
being named Grand Rapids' 
chief executive officer in 1987. 
He said being able to watch 
the city grow into a Midwest 
destination has been one of 
the greatest perks of his job. 
"It's a totally different city 
today than in 1987, or '74 when 
I started;' Kimball said. "It's 
far more cosmopolitan and 
fast on its way to becoming 
a world-class city. The 
downtown is remarkable." 
Instead of citing 
construction or public works 
projects, Kimball said it's 
the people he hired over 
the years as what he's most 
proud of during his career. 
"A big part of my legacy is 
hiring so many of the city's 
top managers," he said. "They 
are the people who really 
impact the growth of the city." 
He leaves city 
administration during one 
of the worst budget crises 
in Michigan history, when 
declining state revenue makes 
it difficult for municipalities 
to continue a status-quo level 
of service. But Kimball takes 
solace in the work ethic of 
Grand Rapids residents. 
"The economy presents 
a tremendous challenge, but 
this is a city that has a 'can-do' 
attitude, and with the private 
sector, there is no problem 
we can't solve," he said. 
Kimball said his 
optimism is due, in part, by 
the burgeoning economic 
force contained within 
the city's "Medical Mile," 
a stretch of health-care 
related development in the 
Hillside District that includes 
hospitals, research institutions 
and Grand Valley's Cook-
De Vos Center for Health 
Sciences. "It's helping to 
redefine our economic base 
and shift the heavy emphasis 
from manufacturing," he said. 
His first order of business 
after retirement was to take 
a three-week trip with his 
wife, Randy, in their PT 
Cruiser convertible. "We 
had the top down as much 
as we could," Kimball said. 
What's next is to be 
determined. Kimball said he 
does not want to stop working 
entirely and is considering 
his options. He remains 
active in the community, 
including serving on the 
SPNA's Advisory Board, and 
as treasurer for the Clark 
Retirement Community board. 
DONOR impact 
Legacy of civic leaders continues 
at Grand Valley 
The Kurt Kimball 
Scholarship is the latest of a 
number of tributes created at 
Grand Valley to recognize the 
service of government officials. 
Generated by community 
donors, these funds honor 
individuals with distinguished 
careers who also represent 
a legacy that West Michigan 
residents hold in high regard. 
When longtime U.S. 
Congressman Paul Henry, 
from Grand Rapids, died in 
1993, family and friends from 
Grand Valley established a 
fund that started the Paul 
B. Henry Congressional 
Internship. Henry Fellows 
have since served in the U.S. 
House and Senate and gone 
on to successful positions 
in international business, 
public policy, municipal 
government, and other fields. 
In 1997, William G. Hegarty 
retired after 16 years as police 
chief of Grand Rapids, leaving 
a modernized police force, 
community-oriented policing 
and programs to help abused 
children and crime-afflicted 
neighborhoods. In honor 
of his tenure, an endowed 
scholarship was created with 
proceeds from a retirement 
celebration attended by 
neighborhood residents and 
activists, judges, business 
leaders, elected officials 
and clergy. The scholarship 
supports Grand Valley graduate 
students who are majoring in 
criminal justice and working 
in law enforcement. 
John H. Logie retired in 
2003 as the longest serving 
mayor of Grand Rapids, after 
serving 12 years. The John H. 
Logie Fellows Program was 
created by gifts from community 
members in his honor. Grand 
Valley students are chosen as 
Logie Fellows by the Provost's 
Office; they then serve one 
semester working in Grand 
Rapids city government. 
Kimball was responsible 
for interviewing Logie Fellows 
and matching them with a city 
department that served their 
interests. "I worked with about 
a dozen fellows, and they were 
very bright students;' he said. 
Many of those students hailed 
from the School of Public and 
Nonprofit Administration, 
which offers varied programs 
like public administration, 
including public management, 
nonprofit management, health 
administration, and urban and 
regional policy and planning. 
"How we manage our cities 
will shape the vitality of every 
metropolitan region," Kimball 
said. "These students have 
important careers ahead of 
them, and they will find their 
calling to be very rewarding." 
The number of 
undergraduate or graduate 
students enrolled in the SPNA 
continues to grow. Last fall, 
180 students were enrolled 
in the master's of public 
administration program, with 
120 majors and 80 minors in 
the undergraduate program. 
Professor Dan Balfour said 
the nature of the profession 
- serving municipalities and 
nonprofit organizations - tends 
to limit the amount of financial 
assistance available to students. 
"Whatever we can offer 
in scholarships means a lot 
to them," Balfour said. 
Maribeth Wardrop, vice 
president for Development, said 
it's the role of the university 
to support the "power of 
example" that has been set by 
these public servants. "We're 
grateful that donors at all levels 
are supporting the legacies 
of public leadership that our 
community values;' she said. 
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Archives go high-tech, provide worldwide access 
W hite ~loves and special appomtments are no 
longer needed to access many 
of the unique or rare materials 
from Grand Valley Libraries' 
Special Collections & University 
Archives. A growing digital 
collections database is one of 
the libraries' several initiatives 
to provide easy online access, 
from anywhere in the world, 
for the academic community 
and the general public. 
Grand Valley's Special 
Collections are worldwide in 
scope with particular focus on 
Abrahan1 Lincoln and the Civil 
War, Michigan philanthropy, 
Michigan history, literature and 
culture, and the history of book 
and printing arts. University 
Archives reflect the history and 
administration of Grand Valley 
and include many historical 
photographs and publications. 
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Much of this digital 
initiative has been organized 
by University Archivist 
Nancy Richard, who came 
to Grand Valley in 2005. She 
worked on a similar project 
at the Bostonian Society, 
spending two years preserving 
their historic photographs 
in a digitized format. 
"Libraries are now putting 
more focus on making their 
unique materials accessible 
online;' Richard said. "It not 
only saves on wear and tear, but 
makes them more accessible." 
This project is a work-in-
progress. New collections are 
selected based on anticipated 
research use and added online as 
they are completed. One of the 
more recent additions is the D.J. 
Angus Photographs collection. 
Angus was an Indianapolis 
businessman who donated 
the first vessel in 1965 to be 
used by Grand Valley for Great 
Lakes research. The collection 
includes an extensive record of 
his work and travels throughout 
the U.S. and Mexico, reflecting 
his interest in engineering 
projects, such as dams, bridges, 
mines and power plants. 
Whether undertaking serious 
research, or browsing for 
curiosity, the digital collection of 
photographs, correspondence, 
diaries, interviews and 
publications are sure to provide 
many items of interest. 
Civil War & Slavery 
Collection 
The Civil War & Slavery 
Collection includes diaries, 
correspondence and official 
documents related to the 
An1erican Civil War and 
the institution of slavery in 
- by Mary lsca Pirkola 
the U.S. The core collection 
was generously donated to 
Grand Valley by collector 
Harvey Lemmen in 1992. 
Beyond the official 
correspondence of a Whig 
political appointee, and slavery 
documents from 10 states, 
are personal views found in 
diaries, such as one by Whitley 
Read. It includes entries as a 
soldier in 10th New York Heavy 
Artillery, Company H, and 
includes his post-war service on 
a Great Lakes schooner and as 
a logger in Saginaw, Michigan. 
Another diary is from Civil 
War surgeon John Bennitt of 
Centreville, Michigan. He gives 
a highly detailed account of his 
time spent serving in the 19th 
Michigan Infantry through 
its duty in Kentucky and 
Tennessee, and participation 
in campaigns in Atlanta and 
the Carolinas. Numbers of 
sick and wounded are listed 
along with an inventory of 
provisions and expenses. On 
a more personal level, it also 
tracks when letters were sent 
to and received from his wife. 
Each page of the diaries has 
been painstakingly transcribed 
and scanned. Like many items 
in the digital collections, the 
diaries can be accessed by 
full text searches, browse, 
zoom and pan functions, and 
side-by-side comparison of 
documents and transcriptions. 
Johnson Center 
Philanthropy Archives 
The Dorothy A. Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy and 
Nonprofit Leadership at Grand 
Valley has recently accepted 
several one-of-a-kind collections 
that capture first-person 
historical, philosophical and 
ethical views ofleaders in 
philanthropy, particularly in 
Michigan. Making these available 
as part of the digital collections 
database provides accessibility 
and expands the knowledge 
base of philanthropic studies. 
The Russell Mawby collection 
includes the personal papers of 
the CEO and president emeritus 
of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. 
Maw by led one of the largest 
private foundations in the 
world for more than 25 years. 
Included are his Congressional 
testimony related to the 1969 
Tax Reform Act; his work in 
preparing young African leaders 
prior to the fall of apartheid; 
and records of his leadership 
in establishing the nationwide 
youth philanthropy movement. 
Another part of the Johnson 
Center collection is an ambitious 
collaborative project between 
the Johnson Center, the Council 
of Michigan Foundations, 
Michigan Radio and Story Corps. 
The Michigan Philanthropy 
Oral History Project consists 
of audio recordings ofleaders 
in philanthropy and captures 
reflections from donors and 
board members of some 
of the major foundations 
in the country that are 
located in Michigan. 
"This digital collection 
provides students of all ages 
an unusual opportunity for 
understanding through access 
to original conversations 
and documents," said Kathy 
Agard, executive director 
of the Johnson Center. 
"The words and writings of 
reflective philanthropists, 
who have shaped Grand 
all photos from Grand Valley Libraries ' 
Special Collections & University 
Archives Digital Collections. 
Above is an excerpt from Civil War 
diary of surgeon John Bennitt of 
Centreville, Michigan. 
Rapids and Michigan over 
the past generation, are now 
instantly available online 
and will shape the practice 
of future philanthropy." 
Beautiful to browse 
collections 
While scholars will delve 
into the finer points of any 
collection, some items are 
also prone to browsing purely 
for curiosity's sake or in 
appreciation for items of beauty. 
Among these are the Mathias 
Alten Collection and other 
collections covering the history 
of the book and printing arts. 
The papers and paintings 
of West Michigan painter 
Mathias J. Alten (1871-1938) 
represent one of the most 
important collections in the 
holdings of both the Special 
Collections and the Art Gallery. 
Alten, a German native who 
came to Grand Rapids as a 
youth, is a celebrated American 
regionalist often referred 
to as the Dean of Michigan 
Painters. The photographs and 
papers document his family 
life and career and support the 
collection of Al ten paintings 
owned by the university. 
Among the first thousand 
books purchased for Grand 
Valley's library in 1962 were 
a dozen volumes printed in 
the 1500s, which are included 
in the Incunabula and 16th 
Century Printing Collection. 
More recent additions include a 
leaf from a 1487 Peter Lombard 
book, two leaves from William 
Caxton's 1482 Polychronicon, 
and the complete 1500 
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Albumasar Flores astrologie, 
with 72 small woodcuts. 
Anonymous and undated 
paintings of landscape scenes, 
characters from literature, 
and portraits of authors are 
among the Fore-edge Painting 
Collection. These miniature 
watercolors are executed on 
the fanned edge or edges of a 
book; when the book is closed 
the art disappears, hidden by 
the edge gilding. This genre 
of painting dates from the 
1500s, flourished in the 1800s, 
and is still practiced today. 
The Decorated Publishers 
Bindings Collection includes a 
remarkable variety of graphic 
designs and illustrations from 
the early 1870s to roughly 
1930. During this 60-year 
period, many publishers issued 
commercial book covers styled 
by leading artists and designers, 
creating an impressive art form. 
Some unexpected uses 
As word about Grand 
Valley's digital collections 
spreads, a variety of users 
have begun to access them, 
sometimes in unusual ways. 
The Library of Congress 
established the Veterans 
History Project in 2001 to 
collect memories, accounts 
and documents of U.S. war 
veterans to preserve for future 
generations. Grand Valley's 
History Department has 
actively participated in this 
work-in-progress national 
project by recording many West 
Michigan veterans' interviews. 
Some veterans' records may 
contain related documents and 
photographs. Selected videos 
are being added to this database, 
with time codes and an outline 
making it is easy to locate a 
specific segment for use in the 
classroom. Strean1ing audio 
and video from this and other 
collections are being added to 
the university's new iTunes site, 
accessible through Blackboard. 
OCLC, the digital collection 
management software company, 
has highlighted the Grand 
Valley project as a success 
story for a small repository, 
and cited the veterans' 
interviews as an example 
of an innovative collection 
in its online newsletter. 
University Archives 
University Archives in the 
digital collections reflect the 
history and administration of 
Grand Valley from its founding 
in 1960 as Grand Valley State 
College in Allendale, through its 
expansion in 1988 to a campus 
in downtown Grand Rapids. 
Administrators said the digital 
collections will continue to 
grow to keep pace with the 
university and its programs. 
Historical photographs 
capture moments from the 
college's groundbreaking and 
mortgage payoff, to campus 
rock concerts and protests of 
the Vietnam War. Grand Valley 
publications have been scanned 
into the digital collections 
including yearbooks, student 
publications, public relations 
materials, administrative 
reports, and much more. 
As Grand Valley approaches 
its 50th anniversary in 2010, 
interest in these materials 
is growing. The digital 
collection of photos has 
Above: students are doing laundry in James M. Copeland Living Center, 
1966; Mount Rushmore under construction in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota, taken by D.J. Angus, 1930. 
made selection and delivery 
more efficient for several 
administrative departments 
and publication designers. 
Other digital resources 
"From a scholar's viewpoint, 
electronic text and data 
allow indexing and sharing 
of content that escalate the 
pace of discovery and allow 
knowledge communities 
to form without regard to 
geography," said Lee Van Orsdel, 
dean of University Libraries. 
"The libraries have acquired 
an impressive collection of 
electronic resources. In addition 
to the Special Collections & 
University Archives, we have 
almost 850,000 electronic books 
and almost 50,000 electronic 
journals, rivaling those of a 
much larger institution." 
Van Orsdel described a 
third type of digital collection 
initiated by the library: Scholar 
Works @GVSU. This digital 
archive of scholarly and creative 
works produced at Grand 
Valley includes reports, white 
papers, student publications, 
university sponsored journals, 
and scholarly journal articles. 
"The works in the repository 
carry descriptors that allow 
search engines like Google 
Scholar to find them and display 
them to anyone in the world;' 
said Van Orsdel. "The repository 
functions as an intellectual 
archive for the university, 
preserving and disseminating 
quality scholarship and 
sharing it with the world. In 
the process, Grand Valley's 
reputation and exposure grows." 
Van Orsdel said all of these 
digital collections were 
assembled by library staff 
members, who share a vision 
of service to Grand Valley users 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
University Archivist Nancy 
Richard stands by the National 
Union Catalog and an early film 
editing Moviola machine. Today's 
digitization efforts replace, 
supplement, and enhance some of 
the old standard reference tools 
and technical equipment. 
and to the larger scholarly 
community. "We seek balance 
in our collections between print 
and digital formats, valuing both 
and actively developing both 
kinds of collections;' she said. 
Find links to the digital 
collections and Scholar Works 
@GVSU on the University 
Libraries' Web site, 
www.gvsu.edu/library. 
Readers are invited to 
contribute Grand Valley 
memorabilia and materials 
for possible inclusion in the 
collection. For more information 
contact University Archivist 
Nancy Richard at 
(616) 331-8726 or 
richanar@gvsu.edu. 
Creating a diverse campus 
is more than just numbers 
- by Michele Coffill 
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when enrollment 
numbers for students of 
color in the freshman class 
declined last fall , Grand 
Valley administrators were 
disappointed but not surprised. 
Fall 2008 marked the second 
academic year since Michigan 
voters approved Proposal 2, 
a wide-sweeping amendment 
that banned public institutions 
from discriminating against or 
giving preferential treatment 
to groups or individuals based 
on criteria like race or gender. 
The proposal touched many 
state programs and policies, 
ranging from state contracts 
to collective bargaining 
agreements to single 
business tax credits. At public 
universities, it greatly impacted 
admissions and scholarships. 
While Grand Valley 
does not use preferential 
treatment criteria during the 
admissions process, Proposal 
2 did eliminate one of its top 
recruiting tools. The Bert 
Price Diversity Scholarship 
awarded full tuition to students 
of color who met its financial 
and academic criteria. In 
2006-07, 937 students 
received the scholarship, 
totaling $6.3 million in aid; in 
2007-08, which was the last 
year the scholarship could 
be awarded, 952 students 
received it, totaling $7.3 
million. The scholarship was 
named after former Grand 
Valley administrator Bert Price, 
who had served in the late 
1970s as executive assistant 
to the president; Price was 
the first African American 
to be part of the university's 
Executive Committee. 
photo by Amanda Pitts 
Students rush through the Kirkhof 
Center during an afternoon. 
Since the passage of Proposal 
2, enrollment for students of 
color has decreased. To address 
that issue, administrators have 
implemented and enhanced 
programs geared toward creating 
a diverse campus. 
For university offices 
like Admissions , Proposal 
2 compliance presented 
numerous challenges. "We 
had to find new ways to 
entice students to come 
to campus for a visit," said 
Jodi Chycinski , director of 
admissions. She added that 
admissions staff members 
have had great success with 
new bus trips and a football 
tailgate event in which 
participants see the social 
side of the student body in 
addition to the academic side. 
What prospective students 
found last fall was a freshman 
class with 30 percent fewer 
students of color than the 
previous academic year. In 
2008, there were 387 students 
of color in a freshman class 
of 3,938. In 2007, there 
were 550 students who 
identified themselves as 
Asian , African American , 
Hispanic or Native American 
in a freshman class of 3,538. 
Enrollment numbers for 
minority transfer students 
increased to 142 in 2008, 
compared to 120 in 2007. 
That number plus graduate 
student enrollment resulted in 
a slight decrease in the overall 
percentage of students of color 
on campus, from 11.9 percent in 
2007 to 11.6 percent in 2008. 
"There is no way to remove 
an institution's ability to 
consider race as one of many 
factors in admissions or 
financial aid and expect to 
have the same numbers," said 
Jeanne Arnold , vice president 
for Inclusion and Equity. 
Since November 2006, 
campus administrators 
have established programs 
and services to answer a 
recurring question: How does 
a university dedicated to 
creating a diverse campus 
maintain its efforts in a post-
Proposal 2 climate? They 
agreed that the initial step 
was to concentrate not on 
enrollment numbers but on 
"We're not only wanting them 
to survive as students, it's about 
creating a climate where 
all students can thrive." 
Jeanne Arnold, vice president 
for Inclusion and Equity 
continued efforts to build a 
welcoming environment. 
"We're not only wanting 
them to survive as students, 
it's about creating a climate 
where all students can thrive," 
Arnold said . "We want to 
train ourselves as a university 
to become a more culturally 
competent environment." 
Grand Valley reinforced its 
commitment to diversity when 
it created Arnold's position 
and a Division of Inclusion and 
Equity late in 2007. The firm 
hired to conduct a nationwide 
search for the position said 
at the time that Grand Valley 
was among the first regional 
universities to hire a senior-
level chief diversity officer. 
Arnold oversees Disability 
Support Services, lntercultural 
Training and Affirmative 
Action. "Because we live 
in a segregated country, 
many students come here 
without much interaction 
with people from other races 
or backgrounds," she said, 
adding that engaging with 
diverse people helps prepare 
students for the workforce. 
"There are employers who 
do not want to hire students 
who don't work well in teams. 
It 's our job to make students 
successful," she said. 
New financial support was 
announced in January when 
a scholarship was established 
that will help make education 
more accessible for students 
who are the first in their 
families to attend college. 
The First Generation Urban 
Schools Scholarship supports 
women, students of color 
and international students 
from high schools in urban 
areas. Maribeth Wardrop, vice 
president for Development, 
said establishing this new 
scholarship was one way to 
meet the challenges presented 
by Proposal 2, which affected 
31 private scholarships. 
"The good news is that we 
still have 31 scholarships, we 
did not lose one scholarship," 
she said during a celebration 
for the scholarship. "It was 
important to us to respect our 
commitment to donors who 
wanted to help students." 
She added that 13 of those 
scholarships were adjusted 
to meet new criteria and 
18 were grandfathered , 
remaining operational but 
unable to accept new gifts. 
Omkar Hirekhan was among 
the last students to receive 
the Bert Price Scholarship. 
Admitted as a freshman in 
2005, Hirekhan was born in 
Saudi Arabia and lived for 
several years with his family in 
India. His parents moved the 
family to Michigan in the mid-
1990s, but they had problems 
securing a green card, or 
permanent U.S . resident 
status, because of rapidly 
changing immigration laws. 
"So although we lived 
in Michigan since 1996, 
we weren't considered 
permanent residents," he 
said. "It was really a tension-
filled time for my family. We 
couldn't get loans to pay for 
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From left, Oliver Wilson, President Thomas J. Haas and Jeanne Arnold sign papers for the First Generation 
Urban Schools Scholarship. 
college because we weren't 
permanent residents," he said. 
Hirekhan began applying 
to colleges before his family 
received green card status; 
Grand Valley offered him a 
Bert Price Scholarship. Bert 
Price Scholarship. "I came 
here completely because of 
that," Hirekhan said. With 
plans to become a doctor, 
Hirekhan graduated in April 
with a bachelor's degree 
in biomedical sciences. 
He is now waiting to hear 
from medical schools. 
"I was able to renew the 
Bert Price all four years 
because I kept my grades 
up," Hirekhan said. "But I'm 
concerned for others because 
now they can't get it." 
Susana Villagomez, a 
junior, got a crash course in 
scholarships and financial aid 
when she participated in the 
Freshman Academy. Offered 
through Advising Resources 
and Special Programs (ARSP), 
with collaboration from 
Admissions and the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs, the 
academy had been a summer 
program for incoming students 
of color. Last year, it expanded 
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to serve all first-generation 
students throughout their 
entire first year at Grand Valley. 
"Through the academy, I 
learned about networking 
and how to find scholarships," 
said Villagomez, a Grand 
Rapids resident who was born 
in Mexico. Her older brother 
briefly attended Grand Rapids 
Community College, but 
Villagomez said he had to drop 
out because of the expense. 
"There is some pressure to 
be the first to go to college . 
It really feels like your family 
is relying on you ," she said. 
Villagomez, also a 
biomedical sciences major, has 
immersed herself in numerous 
student organizations and 
even started a new one: the 
Multicultural Association 
of Pre-med Students. "We 
want to build a network of 
health care students and be 
able to help them look for 
scholarships," she said. 
But having the means 
to pay for college doesn't 
automatically create a path to 
graduation. Retention efforts 
play a critical role within a 
diverse campus. In February, 
Grand Valley hosted a national 
expert on student retention , 
and Vincent Tinto reiterated 
to students, faculty and staff 
members what many already 
knew: access without support 
does not translate to success. 
Nancy Giardina, assistant 
vice president for Academic 
Services, said she left Tinto's 
lecture confident that the 
university was doing the 
right things. "We're on 
the right track. We're not 
just dealing with access 
here, we're following up 
with recently enhanced 
support services," said 
Giardina, who, as appointing 
officer for ARSP, oversees 
programs like Freshman 
Academy and others. 
Federally funded programs 
like TRiO's Educational Support 
Program offer first-generation 
students advising, tutorial 
and study skills assistance. 
Giardina said there are many 
established programs that 
help first-year students, and 
efforts are building to expand 
support programs for second-
year students, particularly 
those students trying to get 
into secondary admittance 
programs that have additional 
criteria for specific majors. 
Moving beyond traditional 
undergraduates, there are 
dedicated campus efforts 
to support nontraditional 
students and veteran students. 
Giardina said both are 
categories of students with 
needs for support services that 
differ from traditional students. 
"We want to help all 
students be successful at our 
university," Giardina said . 
Retention efforts have 
proved successful , as noted in 
the university's accountability 
report, which is on line at www. 
gvsu.edu/accountability. 
Grand Valley's retention rate 
from freshman to sophomore 
years was 84 percent in 2007, 
the third highest rate among 
the state's public universities. 
The University of Michigan 
was first at 96 percent, and 
Michigan State University was 
second at 91 percent. 
While statistics can give a 
measurable account of success, 
Villagomez can give a personal 
account. Along with her new 
organization, Villagomez is 
involved in the Latino Student 
Union, works in a campus 
department, and participates 
in one of the Multicultural 
Cohorts offered by the 
Office of Multicultural Affairs. 
The "M Programs" provide 
professional , academic and 
social support to cohorts of 
students majoring in business, 
teacher education, higher 
education and the sciences. 
"You get a lot more 
perspectives when talking 
and studying with people who 
are from different races ," she 
said. "Everyone contributes 
information from their own 
backgrounds." Villagomez is 
among the students waiting 
to hear from secondary 
admittance programs. She's 
hoping to be accepted into 
the Clinical Laboratory 
Sciences program, and has 
plans to go on to earn a 
doctoral degree and eventually 
conduct disease research. 

ATHLETICS 
The league of their own 
Women's athletics celebrates 40 years 
- by Michele Coffill 
I t's unlikely that any of Grand Valley's current softball 
players - even as young girls 
playing T-ball - ever wore a 
generic T-shirt as a team jersey. 
But for members of the first 
varsity softball team in 1968, 
that simple T-shirt sans number 
was their uniform. Those 
pioneer players and their coach 
were among the honorees at 
a celebration in February that 
marked the 40th anniversary 
of GVSU women's athletics. 
Today's women athletes enjoy 
the same rights and privileges 
as male athletes; but four 
decades ago there were vast 
differences and at Grand Valley, 
it was people like Joan Boand 
who fought to close the gap. 
Boand, professor emeritus 
of physical education, joined 
Grand Valley's faculty in 1966 
mainly to teach aquatics. A 
request from a student led 
Boand to a coaching and athletic 
administration career that 
spanned more than 30 years. 
"A student facilitated it," 
Boand said. "She came up to 
me and asked if we could have 
a softball team. I never coached 
softball, but thought, 'Sure.' 
Then I found myself going to 
the bookstore to buy T-shirts for 
them." From there, Boand was 
organizing carpools to games 
and scrambling to find places 
to practice, as this was before 
the Allendale Campus housed 
a softball or baseball field. 
Men's sports at Grand 
Valley started in 1964 with 
basketball; cross country 
followed in 1965 and crew 
in 1966. Boand pestered and 
cajoled then Athletic Director 
Charles Irwin for funds to 
support softball, and eventually, 
other women's teams. 
"Whatever money he gave us 
meant an awful lot. The women 
now - and rightfully so - feel 
it's their due; but back then, it 
was more of whoever was able 
to make it happen did it. We 
would slowly go about getting 
what we asked for," Boand said. 
When the Fieldhouse opened 
on the Allendale Campus, 
Boand saw it as an opportunity 
to add more women's sports. 
"I figured, if the men could 
go there and practice, why 
couldn't the women?" she 
said. The adage "Ask and 
you shall receive" proved 
true and within a few years, 
Boand was coaching softball, 
"They were such an important part 
of the history of women and sports. 
They demanded that women could 
play and they fought for equality." 
- Lisa Sweany 
senior associate 
athletic director 
32 SPRING 2009 I www.gvsu.edu 
basketball and volleyball. 
When President Arend D. 
Lubbers arrived on campus, 
his vision for Grand Valley 
included a strong athletic 
program for men and women. 
"Sports and athletics are 
important to the life of any 
institution like ours;' he told 
the Lanthorn in a 1979 article. 
"There should be opportunities 
for any student or any faculty 
member to participate in 
some physical sport." Boand 
said administrative support 
for women's athletics pushed 
Grand Valley to the forefront in 
the state, as the university was 
the first four-year institution 
in Michigan to offer athletic 
scholarships to women. 
Lisa Sweany, Grand Valley's 
senior associate athletic director, 
said few of today's women 
athletes know the struggles their 
peers underwent in the 1960s 
and '70s, and occasions like the 
40th anniversary celebration 
serve as good reminders. 
"We don't want them to 
ATHLETICS 
ANDY BEACHNAU 
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" JI ore students than can I v I fit want to live on Grand 
Valley's Allendale Campus. 
In February, the university's 
Board of Trustees approved 
a $52.4 million project to 
construct three buildings 
that will house 608 students 
in apartment-style units. 
The project, scheduled to 
be completed in 2010, will 
increase the number of beds 
in on-campus housing from 
5,464 to 5,924. Last year, 
campus housing received 6,500 
applications and, currently, 600 
freshmen live off-campus as do 
more than half of sophomores. 
In 1996, Grand Valley started 
a process to expand and improve 
student housing to follow the 
latest trends, considering factors 
like where and how students eat 
and the best room designs for 
socializing. Students consistently 
have said living arrangements 
and campus housing are 
among the biggest factors 
when selecting a university. 
Andy Beachnau, director of 
Housing, Residence Life and 
Health Services, came to Grand 
Valley in 1982 as a residence hall 
director and has watched the 
needs of students change over 
the past 27 years. He sat with 
Grand Valley Magazine's Dottie 
Barnes in a student's room in 
the Glenn A. Niemeyer Learning 
and Living Center to discuss 
current housing trends and the 
benefits of living on campus. 
GRAND VALLEY MAGAZINE: Tell 
me about the changes 
you've seen over the years 
concerning student housing. 
BEACHNAU: We went from two 
students to a room with a 
bathroom down the hall to 
apartments with a kitchen, 
bedroom and dishwasher. 
So, we've gone from 
housing students to creating 
communities that have all the 
conveniences of home. Students 
really want their own stuff. They 
want their own room, they want 
to pick their roommate, they 
want bathroom privacy and 
they also want meal flexibility. 
GVM: Why do universities 
need to accommodate 
students in this manner? 
BEACHNAU: We don't require 
students to live on campus, so 
we need to be more customer 
friendly. Students are making 
decisions on whether to come 
to your university based on the 
services and accommodations 
available. Top students have 
high expectations in the 
classroom and they also have 
high expectations for their 
living communities - and so 
do their families. Plus, safety is 
a big issue for families and the 
ability to have control over their 
space is important to students. 
GVM: Trends show students 
do better if they live on 
campus. Why is that? 
BEACHNAU: They're here. That's 
the answer: they're here. 
Students do better socially and 
academically. They have more 
opportunities to get involved 
and make connections that 
enhance their academic and 
social experience. There is better 
opportunity to gather with 
other students and meet with 
faculty in a common community, 
whether it's in the library, dining 
area or living centers. When 
you're commuting, and coming 
and going, you have fewer 
opportunities and you're more 
at risk for leaving the university. 
GVM: Some people think that 
housing costs and tuition 
rates are connected, but 
that's not true, right? 
BEACHNAU: Everything charged 
for room and board goes back 
into the system to maintain 
the buildings. We really are a 
business that doesn't benefit 
from tuition; in fact, often 
we're contributing to support 
other services on campus. 
We are way ahead of other 
universities in the sense that we 
have a variety of different living 
options for all types of students. 
We have first-year housing, we 
have family housing, we have 
students who are in graduate 
programs, so students have a lot 
Andy Beachnau, director of Housing, Residence Life and Health Services, talks with students at the ground-
breaking ceremony for the new housing project on the Allendale Campus. 
of choices and they are priced 
accordingly. A lot of campuses 
will charge one price for all 
housing, but here, students can 
match their budget with the 
lifestyle they want to choose. 
GVM: Tell me about the new 
housing project for the 
south end of campus. 
BEACHNAU: It's patterned after 
the successful Niemeyer 
Learning and Living Center, 
which connects the academic 
community with residents of the 
new building. What we've found 
is if you're in an academic unit 
that connects with a residential 
unit, you are more likely to have 
a better experience and stay 
and complete your degree. 
What's new is we've 
added classrooms to the 
dining facility. Connecting a 
dining and learning center 
is something we're excited 
about. The fact that students 
can go to class and then after 
class go into a restaurant - I'm 
not sure other universities 
are doing that as a trend. 
GVM: Dining halls are 
always open? 
BEACHNAU: Have you been in 
Kleiner Commons at night? It's 
thriving! It's a 24-hour, seven-
day-a-week building. It has 
a convenience store, a coffee 
shop and a food court. Students 
are interacting, they're getting 
something to eat or drink, 
but they're also studying and 
connecting. That's the goal of 
the residential system: to feel 
connected. When you walk out 
your door, you're feeling like 
you're home, and the academic 
experience continues once 
you leave the classroom. 
Oh, funny story. We found 
that students are used to 
eating on couches. I had a 
student leader tell me, "Andy, 
I really need a map of all the 
couches and sofas on campus 
so I can plan my day." 
GVM: I envision you sitting 
and listening to roommate 
complaints all day. What 
is your job really like? 
BEACHNAU: It's every bit of that. 
I may be talking with the 
president about an issue, or a 
prospective student about a 
concern on campus, or I may be 
working with staff and faculty 
in a planning meeting. I get 
to work with all levels at the 
university and the fun part is 
many of my colleagues are my 
customers, and that has been 
a positive thing. Many of the 
improvements we've made 
in housing have come from 
employees who have enjoyed 
the service and have good ideas. 
GVM: What's the biggest 
complaint you get? 
BEACHNAU: There are a couple. I 
hear this a lot, "My roommate 
isn't what I thought he or she 
would be:' Another is, "How do 
I squeeze all the things that are 
going on at Grand Valley into my 
day and do well academically?" 
So it really boils down to, 
"The person sharing my space 
bothers me;' and "Who am I?" 
I spend a lot of my day saying, 
''What are you trying to do?" 
And then I chuckle and say, 
''Well, people who have been 
successful have done this, so 
why don't you try it?" They say 
thank you and leave. I have a 
lot of 30-second meetings. I 
also tell students to meet three 
people. Get to know another 
student, a faculty member 
and a staff member. And, if 
they know other people, they 
are more likely to enjoy this 
place, stay and graduate. 
GVM: What's the most 
challenging part of your job? 
BEACHNAU: That's simple, I've 
never had the same year. In the 
27 years I've been here, every 
year we've gotten bigger. So, 
it can be frustrating because 
there is always more to do, 
and when you're busy you 
don't reflect on where you've 
been - you're always looking 
ahead. But, that's OK. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
On page 34, Beachnau checks out 
the dishwasher in an apartment in 
the Niemeyer Learning and Living 
Center. 
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ALUMNI news 
Native American alumni lead state tribes 
I\. J1 ichigan's history and 
I v I culture are heavily 
influenced by its Native 
American origins. The state's 
name originates from an 
Algonquin word meaning "Big 
Lake," or Lake Michigan. It is 
believed that Michigan was 
originally inhabited by seven 
Algonquin-speaking tribes: Fox, 
Sauk, Kickapoo, Menominee, 
Miami, Ojibwe and Potawatomi. 
Later, tribes such as the 
Huron, Ottawa, Chippewa and 
Iroquois migrated to the area. 
Each tribe was organized into 
smaller units called bands. 
Today, there are 11 federally 
recognized Indian tribes in 
Michigan, and several other 
bands actively seeking federal 
designation. Two Grand Valley 
alumni have been elected into 
leadership roles within these 
bands. They are helping keep 
the rich Michigan Native 
American history and traditions 
alive and flourishing. 
Derek Bailey, '95 & '98 
Derek Bailey was sworn 
in as chairman of the Grand 
Traverse Band (GTB) of 
Ottawa and Chippewa 
Indians during a ceremony 
at the Leelanau Sands Casino 
Showroom last December. 
The youngest leader 
elected since the sovereign 
tribal nation was reaffirmed 
in 1980, Bailey said he feels 
a deep sense of honor and 
responsibility in his new role. 
"I have a profound respect 
for our nation's history, 
and at the same time, I'm 
looking ahead," Bailey said. 
"We need to incorporate an 
understanding of the modern 
environment as we plan for the 
generations that follow us." 
A tribal council member 
from 2004-08, Bailey is well 
aware of the complexities of 
governing the nation. Based in 
Peshawbestown, the GTB is 
run by a council and chairman 
chosen by the tribe's 4,042 
members. More than 1,800 
GTB members live in the 
Leelanau, Grand Traverse, 
Charlevoix, Benzie, Manistee 
and Antrim counties. 
The council administers 
member services for housing, 
health care, and employment, 
photo courtesy of Derek Bailey 
Derek Bailey, '95 and '98, signs papers when he was sworn in as chairman 
of the Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians. 
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Ron Yob, '80, stands in front of a plaque at Ba-Wa-Ting Park, by the 
Eberhard Center. He wrote the words for the state historical marker. 
as well as education, elder 
issues, maintenance, day care, 
public law enforcement, natural 
resources and sanitation. 
Council members also serve 
on the board of the economic 
development corporation that 
oversees the Leelanau Sands 
Casino, the Turtle Creek Casino 
and Hotel, and the Grand 
Traverse Resort and Spa. 
Bailey earned a bachelor's 
degree in psychology and 
a master's degree in social 
work from Grand Valley; he 
is a former behavioral health 
department manager for GTB. 
He spent three years overseeing 
the group's Anishinaabek 
family and human services, 
cultural preservation and 
prevention programs. He had 
been a clinical therapist in Pine 
Rest's residential treatment 
center and a substance abuse 
counselor in the Sober Living 
Unit housed in the Kent County 
Correctional Facility. He also 
serves as an adjunct faculty 
member at Grand Valley, most 
recently teaching classes on 
groups and human behavior 
in the social environment. 
He credits his experience at 
Grand Valley for helping him 
develop the knowledge and 
skills he has needed to serve 
and, ultimately, to lead GTB. 
"A number of professors and 
administrators reached out 
and nurtured my growth as 
a young man," he said. "They 
encouraged me to strengthen 
and expand my native identity; 
their guidance made a real 
difference in the path I chose:' 
At Grand Valley, Bailey 
was president of the Native 
American Student Association, 
an organization that engages 
the community though 
programs that share Native 
American culture. Today, 
as the leader of a sovereign 
nation, Bailey is continuing 
the outreach he began as a 
student at Grand Valley; he 
said a top priority is to build 
understanding about the tribe. 
"We'll focus on getting the 
Grand Traverse message out 
through increased advocacy," 
he said. "Whether taking part in 
conferences and pow wows or 
attending the State of the State 
address, we'll have more of a 
presence. By being more active 
at the local, state and federal 
levels, we hope to see an impact 
through grants and dollars 
allocated for Indian country." 
Although the current 
economic environment is 
challenging, Bailey is optimistic 
about the future. "We're in the 
same boat as everyone else," he 
said. "Times are hard. Gaming 
revenue is down and that has an 
impact on what we can provide 
our members. Our job now is 
to modernize the way we do 
business, keep our eyes on the 
numbers, and be poised to act 
as the economy rebounds." 
Bailey and his wife, Tonia, 
live in Leelanau County 
with their five children: 
Panika, Nimkees, Daanis, 
Ohsawkihew and Maengun. 
Ron Yob, '80 
Ron Yob is a familiar name 
to many in West Michigan. He 
taught in the Grand Rapids 
Public School system for 30 
years, but gained notoriety as 
tribal chairman of the Grand 
River Bands of Ottawa Indians, a 
position he has held for 15 years. 
Yob has strong ties to Grand 
Rapids. In 1855, his great-
great- great- great-grandfather, 
Maish-ke-aw-she, signed 
the Treaty of Detroit, which 
relocated the Grand River Bands 
of Ottawa Indians. Yob is the 
author of the wording written 
on a plaque at Ba-Wa-Ting 
Park, across from the Eberhard 
Center. The plaque is a state 
historical marker, honoring 
the Grand River Ottawa tribe. 
Yob attributes his 
accomplishments in life 
to the good education he 
received while growing up 
in West Michigan. "I went 
through parochial school and 
graduated from high school, 
which put me ahead of many 
of the other kids who were 
Native American;' he said. 
Yob began working with high-
risk Native American students in 
the Grand Rapids Public School 
system when he was in his early 
20s. By age 29, he felt compelled 
to get his teaching degree. 
"I enrolled at Grand Valley in 
1977 and was the first to receive 
the Michigan Indian Tuition 
Waiver at Grand Valley," said 
Yob. "I was teaching kids at 
all levels and I wanted to take 
advantage of the wide variety 
of courses at Grand Valley." 
He took classes that would 
expand his knowledge and 
help him meet the needs of 
his Native American students. 
These included environmental 
science, botany, pottery, physics 
and water studies. He graduated 
from Grand Valley in 1980. 
Yob is known for having a 
good rapport with his students. 
He said that is partly because 
his students are taught to 
respect their elders. "I grew 
up in the same neighborhood 
as my students," he said. "I 
held the majority of them 
when they were babies; we 
attended the same gatherings. 
My students knew that if they 
messed up, I would be visiting 
their homes. I worked hard 
to create an environment 
they were comfortable in." 
Yob has seen several of his 
students go on to college; five 
have graduated from Grand 
Valley. And, while retired, 
Yob continues to teach Indian 
history at Aquinas College and 
coordinates several events in 
his role as tribal chairman. He 
is in charge of the annual pow 
wow in Grand Rapids that 
draws some 30,000 people, 
and he coordinates an annual 
duck race for Native American 
children who receive prizes, 
including bicycles, at the event. 
Yob has testified several 
times before the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs 
in an effort to have the GRBOI 
recognized as a federal Indian 
tribe; recognition would make 
the tribe eligible for federal 
funding and programs. 
- Elizabeth Hinshaw Hall was a 
contributing writer for this story. 
Alumni reunite at Detroit 
Red Wings outing 
ALUMNI news 
More than 65 Grand Valley alumni reunited at the Hockeytown Cafe on 
February 15, prior to the Detroit Red Wings hockey game against the 
Colorado Avalanche. Graduates enjoyed networking and an all-you-
can-eat buffet before hopping on shuttles to Joe Louis Arena for the 
action. The Avalanche beat the Red Wings in overtime, 6-5. Pictured 
at the game are Fred, '69, and Jana Duguay of Traverse City. 
Graduates provide career advice 
About 25 alumni returned to campus on February 3 to provide 
guidance to current Grand Valley students during the annual 
Academic Major Fair. About 320 students participated in the 
event, which is geared toward helping students select or change 
majors and learn about secondary admittance programs. 
Each academic department was represented by faculty and 
staff members. Alumni were on hand to give information about 
careers and answer questions about advanced degrees. They 
were also able to share first-hand work experience and explain 
how Grand Valley prepared them for their occupations. 
The event also provided an excellent opportunity 
for graduates to reconnect with former professors 
and network with fellow alumni. 
At left, J. Kathy Sly, '93, and Jeanine Biese, '03, share their career 
expertise with students during the annual Academic Major Fair. 
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Alumnus wins House seat 
Jon Switalski, '00, grew tired 
of driving around Warren and 
other Macomb County cities and 
seeing an increasing number of 
homes with foreclosure signs 
and businesses that were vacant. 
He decided to take action. 
Switalski, then a Macomb 
County commissioner, ran for 
election as a state representative 
last fall and won. He was 
sworn into office in January, 
joining a number of state 
legislators who graduated 
from Grand Valley ("Lakers 
in the House," winter 2009). 
"I decided to run because 
of the hard-working people 
in Warren," said Switalski, 
a Democrat who represents 
the 25th District, covering 
parts ofWarren and Sterling 
Heights. "During these difficult 
economic times, outsourcing 
and downsizing have hit our 
community hard, and too many 
working families are struggling 
to keep up with mortgage 
payments and pay medical bills. 
"I want difference and 
that's what I plan to do." 
Since joining Michigan's 
Legislature in January, 
Switalski has been busy. He 
introduced a bill that would 
prohibit businesses from using 
credit scores when making 
employment decisions, and 
another bill that safeguards 
homeowners by banning 
predatory lending practices. 
Switalski is also a member of 
the Appropriations Committee. 
He admits joining the 
legislature in the midst of one 
of Michigan's worst financial 
crises will not be an easy job. "It 
will be difficult. Reports from 
the Senate Fiscal Agency said 
that the revenue coming in is 
Alumni couples return to campus for 
Valentine's celebration 
Thirty alumni couples returned to where their love began during 
Classic Pairings, a special alumni Valentine's Day celebration 
held at the Alumni House on February 13. The talented chefs 
of Grand Valley's Classic Fare Cater ing created a gourmet 
Caribbean-themed menu; and a sommelier was on hand to 
provide information on wine pairings for each of the courses. 
Pictured are Laura, '06 & '08, and Tommy, 'OS, Hakim. 
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much less than we thought in 
January," Switalski said. "So 
there may be more cuts coming." 
He was pleased that President 
Thomas J. Haas issued a 
challenge to lawmakers in 
March, promising to cut tuition 
if they funded Grand Valley 
at the minimum for state 
appropriations. "It's great that 
he's upping the ante," Switalski 
said. "But with a billion dollar 
deficit, it's hard to say what 
will and won't be cut. All 
options are on the table." 
As a Macomb County 
Commissioner, he led the 
successful dental discount 
initiative that saves residents 
up to 60 percent off dental 
bills. This program is the first 
of its kind in Michigan. 
Switalski majored in political 
science while attending 
Grand Valley and was active 
Rep. Jon Switalski, '00 
in the College Democrats and 
intramural sports. He said the 
university prepared him well for 
jobs in the political arena. Along 
with serving as a commissioner, 
Switalksi worked as an advocate 
for home health care. 
Young Alumni attend wine tasting 
photo by Heather Dixon 
Lynsey A. Roumell, '07, and Melissa A. Gregorio, '07, enjoy networking 
during a sold-out young alumni wine tasting event on February 19. 
More than 90 Young 
Alumni gathered at the Bite, 
in downtown Grand Rapids, 
for a sold-out Young Alumni 
wine tasting on February 19. It 
was the third event hosted by 
the Young Alumni Council. 
Guests sampled and learned 
about five different wine 
varieties and food pairings, 
while networking with peers 
and members of the Young 
Alumni Council. The next event 
for young alumni is "Life 101," 
scheduled for June 24. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/ 
alumni for more information 
and to learn about other 
upcoming events. 
Chapters, Clubs and Events 
Washington, D.C. 
More than 60 Washington, D.C. 
Alumni Club members, including 
John, '01, and Tracey, '99, Ohm, 
gathered for an alumni reception 
on January 15. Guests from 
Washington, D.C., Virginia and 
Maryland met at the National Press 
Club; they enjoyed networking 
and heard the latest university 
news from President Thomas J. 
Haas, Athletic Director Tim Selgo 
and Vice President for University 
Relations Matt McLogan. The 
gathering was the largest event 
hosted by the club. 
CAREERS 
1970s 
WILLIAM L. STAGE JR., B.PH., 1976, wrote 
a new book, Fool for Life. Two 
chapters are set in and around 
Allendale and Grand Valley. 
1980s 
KARI A. (HUIZENGA) VANDERVEEN, 
B.S., 1981, was promoted to 
chief information officer 
for VW Credit Inc. in 
Libertyville, Illinois. 
WILLIAM J. SHERIDAN, B.S., 1982, 
was promoted to defensive 
coordinator of the New 
York Giants. He had been 
linebackers coach. 
1990s 
LISA C. (PAPRANEC) CERVEN, B.S., 1991, 
joined the Perrigo Company as 
Public Administration 
Among the 25 Public 
Administration alumni who 
gathered in Ypsilanti for a 
networking reception were 
brothers (at left) Bob, '07, and 
Doug, '06, La Fave. The reception 
was held during the Michigan 
Local Government Management 
Association Winter Institute on 
February 4. Also in attendance 
were three School of Public and 
Nonprofit Administration students 
and Mark Hoffman, associate 
professor and director of SPNA. 
a quality assurance technician. 
She had worked for Elan 
Pharmaceuticals in Gainesville, 
Georgia, for seven years. 
WAYNE D. ROBERTS, M.S.T., 1992, 
was named by the State Bar 
of Michigan to coordinate 
and produce a program, 
"Law School for Legislators: 
Taxation Matters." He is a 
member of the taxation and 
estates practice group of 
Dykema in Grand Rapids. 
MICHELLE A. (GARDNER) CULVER, B.S., 
1994, was promoted to senior 
vice president at John Bailey 
and Associates Inc. Public 
Relations in Troy. She has been 
with the company since 2003. 
STEPHANIE L. (SNOW) JOHNSTON, B.S., 
1994, is a rental management 
accountant for Crystal 
Mountain Resort and Spa in 
Thompsonville, after staying 
home with her two children 
for the past eight years. 
KCON 
More than 20 Kirkhof College of 
Nursing alumni and guests met for 
an evening reception on February 
5 at the Cook-Devos Center for 
Health Sciences. Former students 
got to see the facility that houses 
the College of Hea lth Professions 
and KCON. They also heard from 
(at left) KCON Dean Cynthia 
Mccurren, pictured with Cherie 
Blondin, '08. Julie Bulson, '99 & '07, 
emergency preparedness manager 
for Spectrum Health, also spoke. 
MOLLY L. ARNDT, B.S., 1996, M.S.P.T., 
1999, is an in-patient physical 
therapist in the brain injury unit 
of the National Naval Medical 
Center in Bethesda, Maryland. 
A'JENE M. MAXWELL, B.B.A., 1996, was 
made partner at the law firm 
ofHonigman Miller Schwartz 
and Cohn LLP in Detroit. 
STEVEN J. RINELLA, B.A., 1996, 
published his second book, 
American Buffalo. 
JAMES N. CLASS, B.A., 1997, was 
promoted to associate vice 
president of international affairs 
at the Pharmaceutical Research 
and Manufacturers of America 
in Washington, D.C., handling 
international biotechnology 
and East European trade issues. 
He received the Collaborative 
Excellence Award for 2008. 
KRISTEN S. (MORIN) SCANLON, 
B.S.W., 1997, is assistant 
director of Multicultural 
Affairs at Grand Valley. 
ALUMNI briefs 
College of Education 
The College of Education 
Alumni Association continued 
its popular roundtable series, 
hosting "Overcoming the Fear 
Factor: Launching Your Career" 
on February 25. More than 70 
education students participated 
in the roundtable discussions that 
featured topics like Technology 
in the Classroom, Classroom 
Management, and Confessions 
of a First-Year Teacher. Ena St. 
Germain, '87, and 12 other alumni 
teachers and administrators from 
area schools led discussions and 
provided students with tips on how 
to succeed in the classroom. 
BETTY J. CARTER, B.S., 1998, was 
promoted to probate register/ 
court recorder for Oceana 
Probate Court after five years 
as the judicial secretary for 
Oceana Family Court. 
WILLIAM L. COLE, B.B.A., 1999, opened 
his own State Farm Insurance 
Agency after six years as a 
financial services specialist. 
KELLY L. (MULNIX) KEUR, B.S., 1999, 
is coordinator of the Reach 
Out and Read program for 
InterCare Community Health 
Network in Holland. The 
literacy program provides new 
books to underserved children. 
2000s 
ERIKA L. (SHERMAN) BEST, B.S.W., 2001, 
M.S.W., 2005, has been serving 
on active duty in the U.S. Air 
Force since 2005, providing 
clinical intervention for service 
members and their families. 
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She was deployed in January 
to support people impacted by 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 
DAVID M. HUNDT, B.A., 2001, M.ED., 
2003, principal of Whitehall 
Shoreline Elementary 
School, was named Region 
XII Outstanding Practicing 
Principal by the Michigan 
Elementary and Middle School 
Principals Association. 
RENEE L. MOLYNEUX, B.B.A., 
2001, works for the Grand 
Haven Board of Light and 
Power as the administrative 
services coordinator. 
JOHN C. OWENS, M.S., 2001, is a 
professor of theater and drama 
director at Central Arizona 
College in Coolidge, Arizona. 
HEATH L. SABIN, B.A., 2003, earned 
a master's degree and a law 
degree from Regent University 
in Virginia Beach, Virginia. After 
passing the Virginia Bar Exan1, 
he works as assistant public 
defender in the Public Defenders 
Office in Danville, Virginia. 
JOSHUA S. SHU RYAN, B.S., 2003, was 
promoted to sales representative 
for Stryker Craniomaxillofacial. 
He has been with the company 
since 2007. He had worked 
for Roche Diagnostics Corp. 
in Indianapolis, Indiana. 
DANIELLE C. POWELL, B.S., 2004, 
serves as youth coordinator 
for the Girls Inc. program 
at the YWCA West Central 
Michigan in Grand Rapids. 
CHASE A. TURNER, B.S., 2004, is a 
resolution expeditor in the 
customer care department of 
the Home Depot Corporate 
Offices in Atlanta, Georgia. 
ANDREA M. LYKE, B.S., 2005, is 
senior marketing specialist 
for Advocate Healthcare 
in Oak Lawn, Illinois. 
PAUL W. BOYNTON, B.S., 2006, was 
promoted to major account 
executive at T-Mobile 
Business in Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida. He has been with the 
company for three years. 
JENNIFER F. (EISENMANN) MIRELEZ, B.S., 
2006, is an outreach coordinator 
at the Toledo Northwestern 
Ohio Food Bank in Toledo, Ohio. 
AMBER M. KILPATRICK, B.B.A., 2007, 
is an auditor for the State of 
Michigan's Office of Audit in 
the Department of Community 
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Health; she travels throughout 
northern Michigan and 
the Upper Peninsula. 
MEGAN A. KOOPS-FISHER, B.A., 2007, 
M.P.A., 2008, is the Great Start 
director for Allegan County. 
MARGARET C. MIMNAUGH, B.A., 2007, a 
Peace Corps volunteer living 
in Bulera, Uganda, started 
the Omusana Foundation to 
raise money for local student 
lunches, books and supplies. 
JENNIFER R. ROLENS, B.S., 2007, earned 
a master's degree in social work 
from the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign and 
is a guidance consultant for 
ComPsych in Chicago, Illinois. 
STEPHEN T. BROZEK, B.S., 2008, is a 
personal technologies technician 
at Grand Rapids Community 
College in Grand Rapids. 
OLUBUNMI A. FADASE, B.S., 2008, 
is the Community Service 
Learning Center coordinator 
at Grand Valley. 
DANIELLE S. HOEKWATER, B.S., 
2008, is serving as an AIDS/ 
HIV Peace Corps volunteer 
in northern Ethiopia. 
HARSHA V. LELLA, M.S., 2008, 
is a technical analyst for 
Merck and Co. Inc. in West 
Point, Pennsylvania. 
JOSH SELLERS, M.ED., 2008, was 
hired as the new football 
coach at Notre Dame High 
School in the Pontiac area. 
MARRIAGES 
1990s 
GAIL C. ARMSTRONG, B.A., 1996, 
M.ED., 2002, and Robert Schafer 
on October 4, 2008. 
RAJEEV SWARUP, B.S., 1996, and 
JENNIFER A. STIEVE, B.S., 2003, 
on March 14, 2008. 
CHRISTOPHER M. SLOVINSKI, B.S., 
1997, and SARAH K. MERCER, B.A., 
2002, on October 11, 2008. 
2000s 
JESSE J. RESSEGUIE, B.S., 2003, 
and Casey Korfmacher 
on January 2, 2009. 
STEPHEN C. SCHULTE JR., B.S., 2004, and 
Rachel Conley on May 3, 2008. 
BROOKE J. VISSER, B.A., 2004, and Jeff 
Elenbaas on March 28, 2009. 
DANA M. EBENHOEH, B.S.N., 2006, 
and NICHOLAS T. SIMATOS, B.B.A., 
2006, on February 3, 2007. 
AMBER N. MYERS, B.A., 2006, 
and BRADLEY M. LUNDVICK, B.S., 
2007, on August 1, 2008. 
NICHOLAS D. HARRY, B.S., 2007, 
and KRISTINA A. HALEWICZ, B.A., 
2008, on August 2, 2008. 
WADE A. SYERS, B.S., 2007, and 
AMANDA G. CALLAGHAN, B.S., 2008, 
on November 22, 2008. 
BIRTHS 
1990s 
KATHERINE A. (ROWE) BARNES, B.S., 
1991, announces a daughter, 
Julianna Faith, born October 
29, 2008. Julianna is welcomed 
by brother Carter. The 
fan1ily resides in Livonia. 
COLLEEN L. MURPHY, B.A., 1992, and her 
husband Matthew announce 
twin sons, Drew and Grant, 
born December 22, 2008. 
Drew and Grant are welcomed 
by brother Jake. The family 
resides in Chicago, Illinois. 
CASSONDRA K. (UNGER) KIPPES, 
B.M.E., 1994, and her husband 
Paul announce a daughter, 
Caitlin Rose, born November 
21, 2008. The family resides 
in Darien, Illinois. 
ELENA GARCIA, B.S., 1996, and her 
husband Jeffrey announce 
a son, Maximo Ferreri, born 
December 24, 2008. The 
family resides in Westland. 
KARL E. GRASMANIS, B.S., 1996, 
and KASANDRA K. (BOWERMAN) 
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GRASMANIS, B.B.A., 2003, announce 
a son, Chase Matthew, born 
December 16, 2008. Chase is 
welcomed by brother Braden. 
The family resides in Holland. 
JUDY L. (HOLLY) TOUTANT, B.S., 
1996, and her husband Brian 
announce a son, Zachary 
Ryan, born November 21, 
2008. Zachary is welcomed 
by brothers Evan and Philip. 
The fan1ily resides in Oxford. 
JENNIFER S. (DENNIS) EDWARDS, 
B.S.N., 1998, and her husband 
Hans announce a son, William 
Michael, born September 19, 
2008. The family resides in 
Wilmington, North Carolina. 
LISA M. (STONER) HEYBOER, B.A., 1996, 
B.S., 1996, M.P.A.S., 2000, and JOSHUA 
C. HEYBOER, BJ.A., 1998, announce 
a son, Jackson Clay, born 
October 23, 2008. Jackson is 
welcomed by sister Kendall. The 
family resides in Wyoming. 
CARRIE L. (RIKKERS) MERCHANT, B.A., 
1998, and BRYAN M. MERCHANT, B.M.E., 
1999, announce a son, Lucas 
Ryan, born February 9, 2009. 
The family resides in Grandville. 
ROBEE M. (PRYS) STEVENSON, B.B.A., 
1998, and her husband Lynn 
announce a son, Jarvis Alyn, 
born January 16, 2009. Jarvis is 
welcomed by sister Solea. The 
family resides in Wyoming. 
DIANA (WALUK) BUSHMAN, B.B.A., 1999, 
and MATTHEW C. BUSHMAN, B.B.A., 
2001, announce a daughter, Emily 
Kay, born January 17, 2009. The 
family resides in Washington. 
KIMBERLY L. (WAGNER) PIRSEIN, B.S., 
1999, and her husband Rob 
announce a daughter, London 
Elizabeth, born November 4, 
2008. London is welcomed 
by brother Talon. The family 
resides in South Haven. 
2000s 
BILLY R. COOK, B.S., 2000, and his 
wife Teresa announce a son, 
Jackson Ray, born December 
31, 2008. Jackson is welcomed 
by brother Jaedyn. The family 
resides in Roscoe, Illinois. 
JEFFREY P. DONEHOO, B.S., 2001, and 
EMILY (ROBERTS) DONEHOO, B.A., 2003, 
announce a son, Daniel James, 
born January 9, 2008. The family 
resides in Broomfield, Colorado. 
MICHAELE. VER DUIN, B.S., 2001, 
and MELANIE (HASS) VER DUIN, B.A., 
2001, announce a daughter, 
Lillian May, born November 
5, 2008. Lillian is welcomed 
by brother Peter. The family 
resides in Grand Haven. 
NICOLES. (RAINERO) MCCONNELL, 
B.B.A., 2002, M.B.A., 2005, and her 
husband Wade announce a 
daughter, Addison Jeanne, born 
January 13, 2009. The family 
resides in Grand Rapids. 
JACOB J. DRYER, B.S., 2003, and 
MARY LOU (MAPES) DRYER, B.S., 
2003, announce twins, Jordan 
Alexander and Maya Jade, 
born November 4, 2008. 
The family resides in Oak 
Harbor, Washington. 
SHANNON E. (GROVES) HALL, B.S., 
2003, and her husband Thomas 
announce a son, Ethan Thomas, 
born September 28, 2008. The 
family resides in Royal Oak. 
BRADLEY A. PASTOOR, B.B.A., 2003, and 
ERICKA L. (HILLARD) PASTOOR, B.B.A., 
2003, announce a daughter, Leah 
Grace, born December 25, 2008. 
The family resides in Ada. 
BENNITT W. WANDEL, B.S., 2003, and 
ANDREA GOWER-WANDEL, B.S., 2007, 
announce a daughter, Mallory 
Rose, born December 25, 2008. 
The family resides in Jenison. 
KIRSTEN F. (EMERY) HAMMOND, B.S., 
2004, and her husband Steven 
announce a son, Mitchell Steven, 
born May 28, 2007. The family 
resides in Grand Rapids. 
JENNIFER L. (LORENCEN) CAMPBELL, B.A., 
2005, and MATTHEW N. CAMPBELL, 
B.B.A., 2005, announce a son, Jonas 
Eli, born October 31, 2008. 
The family resides in Mason. 
STEPHANIE R. MARTIN, B.S, 2005, and 
Michael Martiny announce 
a son, Jack David, born 
September 12, 2008. The 
family resides in Marysville. 
COREY M. RESSEGUIE, B.S., 2005, and 
DANIELLE (PAm RESSEGUIE, B.S., 
2005, announce a son, Keegan 
ALUMNI briefs 
Riley, born November 13, 2008. 
Keegan is welcomed by brother 
Braden. The family resides 
in Fayetteville, Georgia. 
ERIN K. (WARD) BOLT, B.S., 2006, and 
her husband Jason announce 
a son, Cameron Alan, born 
November 17, 2008. The 
family resides in Wyoming. 
KATRINA M. (KELSEY) SMITH, B.S., 
2006, and her husband Lucas 
announce a daughter, Isabella 
Melynn, born January 23, 2009. 
The family resides in St. Joseph. 
DEREK P. WEURDING, B.S., 2006, 
and LISA M. WEURDING, B.S., 2007, 
announce a daughter, Anika 
Grace, born January 6, 2009. 
The family resides in Mattawan. 
JAMIE L. TROST, B.S., 2007, and 
Andrew Goulet announce 
a son, Ethan Edward, born 
March 19, 2008. The family 
resides in Cheboygan. 
KEVIN J. SINGER, M.ED., 2008, and 
BETHANY J. SINGER, M.ED., 2008, 
announce a son, Tyler Jay, 
born October 30, 2008. Tyler is 
welcomed by brother Matthew. 
The family resides in Grandville. 
IN MEMORIAM 
THOMAS G. BROWNE, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, B.S., 1989, 
on January 25, 2009. 
JENNIFER A. (MILLER) KETELHUT, 
Greenville, South Carolina, 
B.S., 1990, on April 2, 2007. 
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The hit TV show "Dancing 
with the$tars" is in its 
eighth season and, like many 
other viewers, Mark Moes 
doesn't miss an episode. "I 
love watching the different 
dances being performed," 
said Moes. "And, because I've 
had so many dance lessons, 
I can recognize the steps 
and routines and know when 
they're making mistakes." 
Perhaps it was in his blood 
to take up ballroom dancing. 
After all , his parents met at a 
dance studio. Moes, associate 
professor of philosophy, 
has been taking lessons for 
six years and has achieved 
Bronze Level Four for social 
dancing. Additional lessons 
would be necessary to climb 
the four levels in the silver 
and gold categories. 
"Ballroom dancing was 
something I've always wanted 
to do, even as a kid ," Moes 
said . " I final ly got around 
to taking lessons at 51 ." 
Moes recalled the moment 
he first thought dancing 
wa s fun. He was cast in a 
musical while in high school 
in Iowa. "I had to sing and do 
a few little dance routines," 
he said. "I actually got to 
OFF THE path 
"Dancing is a complete escape for me. It brings balance to my life. It clears me 
out and brings me pure joy." - Mark Moes, Associate Professor of Philosophy 
work with a Broadway 
choreographer. Some of my 
high school buddies were 
in it, too, but none of us 
wanted to admit we liked it." 
Moes was still far from being 
serious about dancing when he 
arrived at Grand Valley in 1991. 
He earned a bachelor's degree 
and doctorate from Notre 
Dame and a master's degree 
from the Aquinas Institute 
in New York. Moes was first 
bit by the dancing bug while 
living in New York City. "My 
friends would drag me along 
to their acting auditions and I 
was able to get to know some 
professional dancers," he said. 
In 2001, Moes visited Santa 
Fe, New Mexico, where he 
said dancing is second nature. 
"I visited salsa clubs and got 
hooked on dancing in general ," 
Moes recalled. "Within certain 
cultures, and especially in 
other counties , social dancing 
is common place. But around 
here, people are afraid to 
admit they enjoy dancing ." 
A few months after Moes 
returned from Santa Fe, he 
called an Arthur Murray Dance 
Studio in Grand Rapids and 
scheduled his first lesson. 
In the beginning , he went 
to the studio three nights a 
week. "Like any hobby, you 
kind of go crazy at first," 
he said. "I took lessons a 
few times a week for about 
three years, before scaling 
back to once a week. 
"Lessons can be pretty 
expensive. If I were 
wealthy and had more 
time, I'd be dangerous." 
Moes said the first year of 
taking lessons was frustrating 
photos by Bernad ine Carey-Tucker 
Mark Moes, associate professor of 
philosophy, learns a dance step 
from his instructor Amanda Stuart 
at the Arthur Murray Dance Studio 
in Grand Rapids. He has taken 
lessons for six years. 
for him and humbling. "I felt 
like a bozo the first year," 
he said. "You're awful when 
you start. In the first few 
years, you learn the footwork 
and that isn't too terribly 
difficult. But, to combine good 
footwork with technique can 
be challenging, in terms of 
feet edges and heel leads 
and toe leads. It's almost 
as complicated as ballet." 
Moes' favorite dance is the 
fox trot, which he said is the 
hardest dance to get good 
at. He said he is best at the 
tango and hustle and takes the 
opportunity whenever he can 
to go out on the town and use 
what he has learned in class. 
"Once you get to know the 
ballroom crowd , there are 
certain hangouts that are 
fun to visit like Tavern on the 
Green or the Lincoln Country 
Club," he said. "And , there are 
weekly parties at the local 
dance studios. But, I really 
enjoy going on excursions. 
I've been to a famous 
ballroom in Chicago called 
Willowbrook. The ballroom 
floor is the size of a football 
field . Another fun place is the 
Indiana Roof in Indianapolis. 
"My dream is to someday 
dance in the Rainbow 
Room in New York City 
on New Year's Eve." 
Moes said having a career 
in philosophy and a hobby in 
ballroom dancing is a match 
made in heaven. "Teaching 
philosophy is a very cerebral 
job - a very 'up in your 
head' kind of job," he said . 
"Dancing is a complete escape 
for me. It brings balance 
to my life. It clears me out 
and brings me pure joy. 
"It's also a perfect way 
for bachelors like me to 
find wholesome interaction. 
It's a way to communicate 
with others without having 
to be in a bar setting." 
Moes said he sees ballroom 
dancing as a craft that unifies 
the body and mind. "It involves 
interpreting music which 
is a very mental thing , but 
it's so much fun. Dancing 
follows rules but the rules 
empower you and enable 
you to be creative," he said. 
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